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[1] 

wo ogy 

SERMON 
PREACHED atthe 
LE 17.7 48 

UPON 


Wedneſday in ExasSTEr-WEEK, 
Anno Domini 1671, 


| Pſalm CXli. 9. 
Hebath diſperſed,- be hath given 


0 the poor ; his righteouſneſren> 


 dureth for ever, bis born [pal 


'be exalted with Cons (I 


: Sp s this whole Pſalm ap- 
ERR pears to have a double 
+ intent; one to deſcribe 

| che as affeQions and" aQis 
B 


ons 


Verſ. 1. 


| [ 2 | 
ons of a truly religious or pi- 
ous man, (of a man who fear- 
eth the Lord, and delighteth great- 
ly in bis commandments ) the 0- 
ther to declare the happineſs of 
ſuch a mans ſtate, conſequent 


vpon thoſe his affections and 


_ a&ions, whether in way of na- 


tural reſult, or of gracious re- 
compence from God: ſo doth 
this Verſe particularly contain 
both a good part of a pious 
mans chara&ter, and ſome con+ - 
ſiderable inſtances of his felici- 
ty. The firſt words, ( He hath 
diſperſed , be hath given to the 
poor) exprels part of his chara- 
E&er ; the latter, ( His righteonſ= 
neſs endureth for ever , his born 
{ball beexdlted vith honour)athgn | 


inſtances of his felicity. So that 
| our 


[3] 
Gur Text hath two parts, one 
affording us good information 
concerning our Duty, the othet 
yielding great encouragement 
to the performance thereof 
for we are obliged to follow 
the pious mans praQtice, and 
ſo doing we ſhall afluredly pat- 
rake of his condition. Theſe 
parts we ſhall in order profes 
_ cute, endeavouring (by Gods 
aſſiſtance) ſomewhat ro illu- 
ſtrate the words themſelves, to 
confirm the truths couched in 
them, and to inculcate the Dy- 
ties which they imply. 
- For the farſt part, He hath 
diſperſed, be hath given to the poor ; 
theſe words in general do im- 
port the liberal bounty and 
mercy , which a pious man is 
| Bz wont 


| I uk,12,33« 


| his 44=xz254, (the things which 


[4] 
wont to exercile; doing which, 
doth in good part conſtitute 


him pious, and fignally decla- 


reth him ſuch; is a neceſlary 
ingredient of his piety, and a 
conſpicuous mark thereof : but 


' particularly they inſinuate 


ſome things concerning the na- 
ture, the matter, the manner, 
and the objc& of thole as. 
He hath diſperſed, be bath gt- 
ven ; Thoſe words being put 
indefinitely , or without detere © 
mining what is diſperſed and . 
givenby him, may be ſuppoſed = 
ro imply a kind of univerſality 
in the matcer of his Benefi- 
cence; that he beſtoweth what: 


ever he hath within compaſs of 


his poſſeſſion , or his power | 


he 


2 
” 
p 
a 


I 


[5] 


| he hath) and his TH boom (the Luk. 11.41. 


things which he may _) accor- 
ding to the preſcriptions of our 
Lord in the Goſpel. Every 
thing CI ſay ) which he hath 
in ſubſtance, or can do by his 
endeavour, that may conduce 
to the ſupport of the life, or the 
health , or the welfare in any 
kind of his Neighbour, to the 
ſuccour or celief of his indigen- 
cy, to the removal or eaſement 
of his affliction ; he may well 
here be underſtood to diſperſe 


. andgive: feeding. che hungry, 


cloathing the naked,viſiting the 


| ſick, entertaining the ſtranger, 


ranſoming the captive , eaſing 
the oppreſſed , comforting the 
ſorrowtul , aſſiſting the weak, 
inſtructing or adviſing the ig- 
| B 3 norant, 


- 


if 
norant, together with all ſuch 
"kinds or inſtances of Benefi- 
cenc2, may be canceived cither 
meant dire&ly as the matter of 
the good mans diſperſing and 
giving, or by juſt analopy of 
reaſon reducible thereto ': ſub» 
ſtancial alms, as the moſt ſen-_ 
ſible and obvious matter ot 
bounty , was ('tis probable ) 
eſpecially intended , but thence 
no manner of expreſling it is _ 
to be excluded , for the ſame 
reaſons which qblige us, the 
ſame affections which diſpoſe 
us to beſtow our money , or 
deal our bread , will equally 
bind and move us to Cantri- 
bute our endeavour and advice. 
for the ſuſtenance and comfort 
- of qur poor Neighbour. An- 


[wet- 
EY [] 


wa - 


[z] 


| ſwerably , our diſcourſe will 


more expreſly regard the prin- 
cipal marter, liberal communi- 
cation of our goods ; bur it 
may be referred to all forts of 
Beneficence. 

Farther , the word diſperſed 
intimateth the nature of his 
bounty, in excluſion of practi» 
ſes different from it: He diſ- 
perſeth , and is therefore not te- 
nacious ; doth not hoard up 
his goods , ar keep them cloſe 


to himſelf for the gratifying his 


covetous humour, or nouriſh- 
ing his pride, or pampering his 
ſenſuality , but ſendeth them a- 
broad for the uſe and bencfir- 
of others. He diſperſeth his 
goods, and therefore allo doth 
not fling them away altogether, 

B 4 as 


Ro 
HG, 


1UATH fp 
| $48 omwinrus: 
SUZCUTEYLY 
- Ariſt, Euh. 4.1, 


[8] 


as if he were angry with them, 
or weary of them,as if heloath- 


(ed or deſpiſed them. burfairly 
| andſofily, with good conſide- 


ration he diſpoſcth of them 
here and .there, as reaſon and 
need do require. He diſperſeth 
them to the poor , not diſſipa- 
teth them among vain or lewd 
perſons in wantorr or wicked 
profuſions, in riotous exceſles, . 
in idle djvertiſements, in-expen- 
five curioſities, in hazardous 
gamings ; in atiy ſuch courſes, 
which ſwallow whole all chat 
a man hath , or do ſo cripple 
him , that he becomes unable 


to diſperſe any thing : Our 


| '©» 3 47 good man is to be underſtood | 

wiſely provident, honeſtly in-- 

duſtrious , and ſoberly frugal, 
that 


6 
LIE 


[9] 


that he may have wherewith to 


be juſt firſt, and then liberal. 


His difperſh mg allo. ( or ſcat- 
tering, 1o the * Hebrew word 
here uſed is other where ren- 


1D * 


dred : There a (ſaith the Wile- Prov.11.:4. 


man) that ſcatteretb, and yet in- 
creaſeth : "where, we: may re- 
mark, that this word ſingly by 
it ſelf, wichout any adjunct 
matter to limit or interpret it, is 
uſedo fignifie this kind of pra- 
Riſe 3 this his diſperſing , 1 ſay 
alſo) denotes rhe extent of the 
pious mans bounty , thar it is 
very large and diffuſive, and in 


4 manner unreſtrained , that it 


JF reacheth to many places , and 


is with-held from no perſons 
within the verge of his power; 
and opportunity to' do good. 


This 


\ 


2 Cor.g.6,10. | 
Gal 6.9,8. 
Pcov.11.18, 


Prov.11.25 


[10] 


This praRtiſe commonly by a 
like phraſe ( unto which per- 
haps this word refers) is termed 
ſowing : He (faith St. Paul ) 
which foweth ſparingly, ſhall alſo 
reap ſparingly ; and he which ſow- 
eth bountifally, ſhall alſo reap boun- 
tifully : Now, he that ſoweth, 
having choſen a good ſail, and 
a fit ſcaſon, doth nor regard 
one particular ſpot, but throws 


eth all about ſo much as his 


hand can hold , (o far as the 
ſtrength of his arm doth carry. 
It is likewiſe. called Watering, 
( He that watereth, ſaith Sola- 
mon , ſhall be watered bimſelf ,) 
which expreſſion alſo ſeemeth 
to import a plentiful and pro- 
miſcuous effuſion of good, 
dropping in ſhowres upon ny 
: al 


Cn] 


and parched places ; that is, 
upon perſons dry for want, or 
parched with afflition : So 
the good man doth not plant 
his bounty in one ſmall hole, 
, orſpoutic on one narrow ſpar, 
but with an open hand diſſemi- 
nates it, with an impartial re- 
gard diſtils it all about: he ſtints 
| It not to his own family or re- 
lations; to: his neighbours, or 
friends, or benefa&ours; to 
' thoſe of his own (e& and opi- 
nion , or of his humour and 
|. diſpoſicion ; to ſuch as ſerve 
him, or oblige him , or pleaſe 
him; whom ſome private inte- 
reſt tyes , or ſome particular af- 
fefion endears him to, but 
ſcatters it indifferently and un- 
confinedly roward all men that. 
need 


[ 12] 
need it; toward meer ftrangers, 
yea toward known eneniles 3 
roward ſuch who never did 
him any good , or can ever bg 
able to do any; yea even to- 
ward them who have done e» 
vil to him, and may be preſu- 
med ready to do more. Nos 
thing in his Neighbour but ab- 


ſence of nred, nothing in him» 


felt bur defe& of ability, doth 


in that «e-2pl« (that prodlivity 
and prompticude of mind ) 
| 3Cor8.1:. which St. Faul ſpeaketh of, he 
ubicarqacho- doth good every where; where- 
neficiolo-us EVETr Aa man is, there is a room 
B.opzs  forhis wiſhing well, anddoing | 

good , it he can; he obſerves 
Ga.6.1 that rule of the Apoſtle, As we 
2? haye opportunity, let us dv good 


unto 


5 a LEO WM PRwy — EY FELY FrrY 4 


curb or limit his/Beneficence, - - 


{| Theſe words denote the free- 
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[13] 
unto all men : Sothe pious man 


bath diſperſed. It follows, | 
He hath given to the poor : 


neſs of his bounty, and de- 
rermine the principal object 
thereof : He not only lendeth 
(though he allo doth chat upon 
reaſonable occaſion ; for, A Palm is. 5. 
200d man , As it-is ſaid before in 
this Plalm , ſheweth mercy and | 
lendeth, and other where , The ?fam 37. 26. 
righteous is ever merciful and | 
lendeth, he , I ſay, not only 
ſometimes willingly lendeth ) 
to thoſe who in time may xe- 
pay, or requite him ; but he 
freely giveth to the poor , that 
is, to thole from whom he can 
| expe&no retribution back, He 
| doth not (as good and pious, 


: 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Qui divici dc- 


nat, perir. 


[14] 
he doth not) preſent the Rich, 


to do fo, is but a cleanly way of 
begging, or a ſubtle kind of 


trade ; 'tis hardly courteſie, 'tis 


ſurely no bounty ; for ſuch per- 


| ſons (if they are not very for- 


did or very careleſs, and ſuch 
men are not uſually much trou- 
bled with preſents ) will it is 


- likely over-do him, or atleaft 


Luk.6.3 333 4. 


will be even with him in kind- 
neſs; indoingthis,thereis lictle 
virtue; for it,there will be ſmall ' 
reward : for, If you do good to 
them who do g60d to you ; (or 
whom you conceive able and 
diſpoſed to requite you) nila 2444; 


Þhat thanks are dueto you ? for 


| that (ſaith our Saviour) even 


ſinner; ( even men notoriouſly 


bad) do the ſame : And if you 


end 


TF.., ny IIS -& 


[15] 
lend to them, from whom you hope 
to receive, What thank have you ? 
for finners eveu lend to finners, to 
receive as much again. All men "@wi9e- 


commonly the bad no leſs than 5 16 wor: | 
the good , are apt to be (uper- Foary _ 
fluouſly kind in heaping fas 27. Exir 
yours on thoſe, whom Fortune 
befriends, and whoſe condition 

requires not their courtele , 

every one almoſt is ready to a- Ty tnyir- 
dopt hiniſclf into the kinred, ay; 
or to ſ{crue himſelf into the 
friendſhip of the wealthy and 
proſperous ; but where kind- 

neſs is of uſe , there ir is ſeldom 

found, it is commonly fo deaf, 

as not to-hear when it iscall'd; 

ſo blind, as not to diſcern its 

proper obje@, and natural ſea- 


lon; (The time of adverſity for Prov-17-17. 
Þhich 


-” 


[16] 
| Þbich a brother s born 2 )) men 
diſclaim alliance with the nees 
_ dy,and ſhun his acquaincance;; 
Prov. 1 19-746 ſo the Wiſe-man obſerved , All 
| ein  60ts the brethren: of the poor :do 'bate 
{aw 45v%F- bim., bow mach more do bis friends 
go ar from bim * Thus. it is 
in vulgar practiſe ; bur the pi- 
ous man is. more judicious , 
more jul}, and more generous 
in the placing of his favours; 
he is: courteous to/ purpole, he 
is g00dto thoſe whoneed : He) * 
-  ..-- as ſuch, doth. not: make large 
b Luk. 14 12413, entercainments for bis friends big 
. brethren, bitinred,bis rich neight _ 
hours, but obſerves thar precept - 
.ord, When thou makeſt 
a feaſt, call the 


r, the maimed, 
the lame, the blind,\and thou ſhalt 
be _ for chey camo recome 


pence 


*s 


CJ © 
pence thee ; thou ſhalt be recompens 
ced at the reſurrefion of the juſt, 
Thus the pious rhan giveth , 
that is, with a free heart and 
pure intention beſtoweth his 
goods on the indigent, without 
deligning any benefir, or hoe 
ping for any requital to him 
ſelf, exceps from God, in Con- 
ſcience , reſpe& and love to 
whom he doth it. 

It may be alſo material to 
obſerve the form of ſpeech here 
uſed, in reference to the time : 
He bath diſperſed, and be hath gi- 
ver ; -Or, be doth diſperſe, be doth 
give, (for in the Hebrew Lan- 
 quage the paſt and prefcat times 
are not diſtinguiſhed :) which | 
manner of ſpeaking may ſeem 
to imtimate the reality, or the 
C cer- 


* 


[18] 

certainty, and the conſtancy of 
his practiſe in this kind , for 
what is paſt or preſent, we are 
. --infallibly ſecure of , and in 
Morals,what one is {aid to have 
done, or to do, is always under* 
ſtood according to habit , or 
cuſtom. It is not, He will 
diſperſe, he will give, that were 
no fit deſcription of a good 
man ; to pretend, would be no 
argument of piety; thoſe words 
might import uncertainty, and 
delay in his praftice : He that 
faith, I will give, may be falla- 
cious in his profeſſions, may be 
inconſiſtent with his reſoluti- 
ons; may wilfully or negli- 
gently ler ſlip the due ſeaſon of 
performing it. Our good man 

is not a Oofon or Will-give, 
| (like 


—- 5 


[19] 

(like that King of Macedon , 

who got that name from often 
ſignifying an intention of gi- 
ving, but never giving in cf- 
fe; ) he not only purpoſes 
well, and promiſes fairly for 

the future ,- but he hath effeu- 

ally done it, and perſeveres do- 

ing it upon every fit occaſi- 

on. He puts not his neigh- 

bour into tedious expectati- 

ons, nor puts him oft with fri- 

volous excuſes, ſaying to him, 
(as it is in the Proverbs) Go Prov.3-38. 
and come again, and the morrov 

I will give , when he bath it by 

him : He bids him not have 
patience, or ſays unto him, De- J«=.:.16. 
part in peace , when his need is 
urgent, and his pain impatient; 

when hunger or cold do then 

T : WS pinch 


[ 10 ] 
pinch him , when ſickneſs in- 
- ceflantly vexeth him , when 
preſent ſtreights and burthens 
opprels him ; bur he affordeth 
a ready, quick, and ſeaſonable 
relick. 

He hath diſperſed and given, 
while he lives, notreſerving the 
diſpoſal of all at once, upon his 
death, or by his laſt Will, char 
unwilling Will , whereby men 
would ſeem to give ſomewhart, 
| when they can keep nothing ; 
drawing .to themſelves thoſe 
commendations and thanks, 
which arc only due to their 
Morrtality , when as were they 
immortal, they would never be 


liberal: No; it 1s be hath freely 
diſperſed , not an inevitable ne- 
ccllity will excort ir from him, 

WV | It 


VY we Vw UW Y9J 5; 
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[21 ] 


it cannot be ſaid of him, that he 4c», *i6 2 


can moritur, ® 
never does well, but when he » re3t fact. 
dies : ſo he hath done it really © 
and ſurely. : 


He alſo doth it conſtantly, 
through all the courſe of his life, 
whenever good iopportunity 
preſents it ſelf : he doth icnor 
by. firs, or by accident , accor- 
| ding to unſtable cauſes or cir- 
cumſtances moving him , 
(when bodily temper or hu- 
mour inclineth him , when a 
ſad obje&t makes vehement. 
impreſſion on him , when 
ſhame obligeth him co com- 
ply with the praQtice of others , 
when he may thereby promote 
ſome deſign , or procure ſome 
glory to himſelf) but his pra- 
Rice is conſtant and uniform, _ 

C 3 being 


[22] 
- being drawn from ſteady prin- 
ciples , and guided by certain 
| rules ; proceeding from reve- - 
rence to God, and good will 
© toward man; following the 
. clear dictates, and the immura- 
ble Laws of Conſcience. Thus 
hath' the pious man diſper/ed, 
| and given to the poor ; and ler 
thus much ſuffice for explica- 
tory refleftion upon the firſt 
words. 
The main drift and purport 
of which, is to repreſent the lis 
| beral exerciſing of bounty and 
mercy,to be the neceſlary duty, 
the ordinary praCtiſe , and the 
| Proper character of a truly pi- 
ous man ; ſo that performing 
- ſuchacts, isa good ſign of true 
piety ; and omitting them, is a 
certain 


[23] 
certain argument of ungodli- 
nels: for thedemonſtration of 
which points, and for exciting 
us to a practice anſwerable, I 
ſhall propound ſeveral Conſt- 
derations, whereby the plain 
reaſonableneſs, the great 
weight, the high worth and 
excellency of this duty, together 
with its tri&t connexion with 
other principal duties of piety, 
will appear. And firſt, I will 
ſhew wich what advantage the 
Holy Scripture repreſents it to 
us, or Preſles it upon us. 

1. We may conſider, that I. Had of 
there is no ſort of duties, which uk. | 
God hath more expreſly com- 
| manded,, or moreearneſtly in 
culcated, than theſe of bounty 
and mercy. toward our bre- 

x C 4 thren ; 


| 
| 


| Þcur Is 7,10. 


heat and vigour preſs theſe du- 


[24] 


thren ; whence evidently the 
reat moment of them , and 


their high value in Gods eſteem. 
may be inferred. Even in the 


ancient Law, we may obſerve 
very carcful proviſions made 


forengaging men to works of 


this kind, and the performance 


of them is with huge life and 


urgency preſcribed : Thou ſhalt 
not harden thy beart ner ſhut thine 
hand from thy poor brother, 
Thon ſhalt open thine hand wide 
wnto thy brother, unto thy poor ,and 
to thy needy in thy land : fo did 


Moſes, in Gods Name, with lan- 


guage very ſignificant and em- 
Phatical, enjoin to the children 
of 1/rael.The holy Prophets alſo 
do commonly with an eſpecial 


- ties 
T4 


C2x) . 7 
ties, moſt ſmartly reproving 

the tranſgreſſion or negleR of 

chem ; eſpecially when they 

reclaina men from their wicked 

courſes, urging them ſeriouſly 

to return unto God and good- 

neſs, they propoſe this practiſe 

as a ſingular inftagce moſt ex- 
preſſive of their converſi- 

on, moſt apt to appeaſe Gods 

wrath, moſt cfteRual to the re- 

covery of his favour. Waſh you, E* 3+ 16,17 
faith God in E/ay,make you clean, Jer-7-5,5. * 
put away the evil of your doings 

from before mine eyes , ceaſe to do 

evil, learn to do well : ſo in ge- 

neral he exhorts to repentance ; 

then immediately he ſubjoins 

theſe choice inſtances thereof : 

Seek judgment, relieve the oppreſe 

ſed, judge the fatherleſs, plead for 


the 


[26] 


the widow, — (ome noÞ, (then 


he adds) let us reaſon together ; 


though your ſins be as ſcarlet, they 

all be as White 6s ſnow ; though 

they be red like crimſon, they ſhall 

be 4s wool. When Daniel would 

preſcribe to King Nebuchadnuezs 

zar the beſt way of amend- 

ment , and the ſureſt means of 

averting Gods judgments im- 

pendent on him,he thus ſpeaks: 

Dan.4.27- Wherefore, O King, let my coun- 
* Te «u&- ſel be acceptable nnto thee, ® break 
| Cara x0$e- off thy fins by righteouſneſs, and 
| ras lo he eine imquities by ſhewing mer- 
| tale word, (y to the poor : this he cull'd 


reading , ir 


| ſeems. NID out as of all pious acts chiefly 


{ for 


ATE oratefulroGad , and clearly te- 


| Ove, Toy Tus 70y 


| 25G. ws Hitying repentance; and, ſo ve- 

| pinanrw? 7y impions a perſon Was alms able 
Lge og juſtifie, ſays the Father there- 
I | pens 
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upon. Soalſo when God him- 


| ſelf would declare what thoſe 


a&ts are, which render peniten- 
tial devotions moſt agreeable to 
him , and moſt effe&tual, he 


thus 'expreſſech his mind : Is us $0.6. 


not this the faft , Which I bave 
choſen * to looſe the bands of wick- 
edneſs, to tindo the heavy burthens, 
to let the oppreſſed go free , and 
that ye break every yoak? Is it 
not to deal thy bread to the hungry, 
and that thou bring the poor that 
are caſt ont to thine houſe, when 
thou ſeeft the naked, that thou co- 
ver him , and that thou hide not 
thy ſelf from thine own fleſh? Of 
ſo great conſideration and mo- 
ment. was this ſort of duries, 
even under that old diſpenſatis 


on of weakneſs, ſeryility and 
fear ; 


[28] 
fear ; ſo. much tenderneſs of 
compaſſion and benignity did 
God exaQt even from that hard- 
hearted and worldly people , 
who were ſo little capable of 


| thebeſt rules, and had encou- 


Luk.12 33: 
6.37. 11.414 


ragements , in compariſon ſo 
mean, toward performances of 
ehis nature. The ſame we may 
well conceive, under the more 


perfect diſcipline of univerſal 


amity, of ingenuity, of ſpiri- 
tual grace and goodneſs, in a 
higher ſtrein, with more force 
and greater obligation to be 
impoled on us, who have ſo 
much ſtronger engagements , 
and immenſly greater encou- 
rapements to them ; and ſo 
indeed it is, for thoſe precepts 
delivercd by our Lord , Sell all 
4 that 
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that you have, and give als; If 
thou wilt be perfe& , ſell all that 
thou haſt , and give to the poor , 


Give to every man that aeketh Ma.r9.u1, 


thee - Treaſure not up to your 
ſelves treaſures upon the earth, do 
indeed ſound high, but are not 
inſignificant, or impertinent 3 
they cannot fignifie or deſign 
leſs, than that we ſhould be al- 
ways inaffe&ion, and diſpoſi- 
tion of mind,ready to part with 
any thing we have for the ſuc- 
cour of our poor brethren, that 
to the utmoſt of our abilicy, 
(according to moral eſtimation 
prudently rated_) upon all oc- 
caſions we ſhould really expreſs 
that diſpoſition in our practile, 
that we are exceedingly obli- 
ged to the continual exerciſe of 
| 2-08 rhele 


9 


i x2 Cord 20. 


thoroughly in deeds practiſed 


_ 
theſe duties in a very eminent 
depree : Theſe indeed were the 


duties which our Lord , as he 


did frequently in his diſcourſe 


commend and preſcribe, -ſo he 


did moſt fgnally exemplifie in 


| his pra&tiſe ; his whole life be- 


ing in effe&t but one continual 


a&of moſtliberal bounty and 


mercy toward mankind; in 
charity to whom, he outdid his 
own leyereſtrules , being con- 
tentneverto poſſeſs anywealth, 
never to enjoy any xy in this 


world: and therein ( both as _ 
to doctrine and praQiſe ) did 


the holy Apoſtlesclolely follow 
their Maſter; As poor , yet en» 
riching many ; as having nothing, 
yet poſſeſSing all things , ſo they 


thelc 


[31] 
theſe duties, which in words 
they taught, and earneſtly preſ- 
ſed, 'admoniſhing their con- 


verts to (a) diſtribute to the ne- «Row.12.13, 


ceſcities of the ſaints , to (b) do bGal.6.10. 


200d to all men, (c) to do good, and cv. 13.16. 


to communicate not to forget, to 

ſhew mercy with cheerfulneſs , to 

(d) put on bowels of mercy , to 4 Cool-z.12. 
(e) be kind, and tender-hearted cEpteſ.4 32. 
one toward anotber , to abound in > Ccr.8 7. 
the grace of liberality : Such are 

their DireC&tions and Injun&i- 

ons to all Chriſtian people; fo 

did they preach themlelves, 

| and ſo they enjoined others to 
preach: Charge the rich in this * Tim.s.7,8. 
Þorld , ( ſaith Sr. Panl to his 

Scholar Timothy ) that they do 

ovod:. that they be rich im good 

Works, ready to diſtribute, willing 

0 


| : Ti 3.3. 


[ 32] 


fo communicate : and, Theſe things 


(faith he likewiſe adviſing Bi- 
ſhop Titus) I will that thou of» 
firm conſtantly , that they wbich 


| believe in God may be carefwl to 
_ maintain good works ; what good 
* Works he meaneth , the reaſon 


2djoined doth fhew ; for theſe 


things , ſaith he, are good and 
profitable unto men, 

| 2. [t is indeed obſeryable, 
that as in every kind that which 
ts moſt excellent doth com- 
monly aflume to it ſelf the 
name of the whole kind; fo 
among the parts of righteouſ- 
neſs, (which word is uſed to 
comprehend all vertue and 
goodnels ) this of cxercifing 
bounty and mercy is peculiarly. 
called righteouſneſs ; ſo that righ< 


teouſneſs 


[ 33 ] 

teouſneſs and mercifulneſs , ( or 
alms-deeds ) the righteous and 
bountiful perſon are in Scrip- 
cure-expreſſion ordinarily con- 
founded, as it were,or undiſtin- 
guiſhably pur one for the other, 
it being often, when commen- 
dations are given to righteouſ- 
neſs, and rewards promiſed 
to righteous perſons, hard to 
diſcern , whether the general 
obſervance of Gods Law, or 
che ſpecial pratiſe of theſe du- 
ties are concerned in them. 
Likewiſe works of this nature 
arc in way of peculiar cxcellen- 


cy termed good works, and to cAeg.3e. 


perform them is uſually tiled 


fo do good , and to do well, 2 Cor.g 8.Gal, 


((4)42a% p24C4%,(b 'xgndy more y (c) & 1a%- 
vſer,(4) dja20mes, (ce) cununivy (f) oeplens, 


D ar- f A8. 10.39, 


_— -- =. 


Micah 6. 8, 


' poſe ) which manners of ex- 
| dignity of theſe performances. 
| ly mark, that in thoſe places of 


Scripture , where the Divine 
- Law is abridged, and Religion 


' whole Catalogue of them con- 
fiſting bur of three particulars, 


the Lord require of thee , but to 


[ 34 ] 


are words applyed to this pur- 


preſſion do argue the eminent 


3- We may allo conlequent- 


ſumm'd up into a few particu- 
lars of main importance, theſe 
duties conſtantly make a part : 
ſo when the Prophet Micah 
briefly reckons up thoſe things, 
which are beſt in the Law, and 
chiefly required by God , the 


Mercy comes in for one : He 
hath ſhewed thee, O man, (laith 
he). what Yor and what doth, 
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5 1 [35] 
do. juſily, and to love mercy , and 
to walk bumbly with thy Ged? 
Likewiſe of thoſe ( Papiries 7 roy, 
thoſe ) more ſubſtantial and 
beigbry things of Gods Law, the 
negle& of which our Saviour 
objeReth as an argument of 
impiety, and a caule of wo, to 
thoſe pretending Zealots , this 


Is one : Wo untor you, Scribes Mit:z.:g, 
5G] 


and Phariſees, Hypocrites , for ye 
pay tythe of Mint and ( umin, and 
have omitted the weightier matters 
of the Law, Tudgment , Mercy, 
and Faith. The ſum of St. Fobn 
the Baptiſt his inftrution of 
the people is by St. Luke redu- 


ced to this poiat : The people (uk-3-r7. 


asked him, ſaying, What ſhall we 
do? He anſwering, ſaith unto 
them, He that hath two Coats, let 

Ds = 


Jam. !.2 7. 


Gal.6.2. 


him impart to him that hath none 


- ſubſtantial part: of Religion 


free: 


[36] 


and he that hath meat , let him do 
likewiſe. St. James his'Syſteme 
6f Religion is this :'' Pure and 
undefiled Religion before God and 
the Father is this , to viſit the fa- 
therleſs and widow in their afflifti- 
Aion, (thatis, tocomfort and 
relieve all diſtreſſed and help- 
leſs perſons) ard to keep himſelf 
unſpotted from the world. St Paul 
ſeems to be yer more compen- 
dious and cloſe: Bear ye (taith 
he) one anethers burthens , and 
fo fulfil the Law of Chriſt. Yea, 
God himſelf comprizeth all the 
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Herein, when comparing itwith 
the circumſtantial part, he ſaith, 
T will have mercy, and not ſacri> 


4. Ic 


( 37] 


4. Ic is in like manner con- 
fiderable , that in the general 
deſcriptions of picty and good- 
neſs, the practiſc of theſe du- 
ties is ſpecified, as a grand in- 
gredient of them. In this Pſalm, 
where (uch a deſcription is in- 
tended , it is almoſt the only 
particular inſtance ; and. it is 
not only mentioned, but reites 
rated in divers forms of ex- 
preſſion. Inthe 37 Plalm ir is 
affirmed, and repeated , thac 
The righteous ſheweth mercy 3 he vl 37.11,16. 
ſheweth mercy, and giveth , be 
ſheweth mercy , and lendeth. In 
the Proverbs, "tis a commenda- 
tion of the vertuous womany 
Þhoſe price is far above rubies, 
that, She ftretcheth out ber hand Pcov.31.16; 
to the poor , yea, ſtreecheth forth 
| D 3 _. .both 


© 


[ 38] 
both ber hands to the needy. And 
2 fan 


in Ezekiel (which is e 


remarkable) the 18 Chapter, 


where the principal things con- 
fticuting a pious man are, more 


than once, profeſledly enume- 


rated , this among a very few 


Fz:k.18.7,16. 


other particulars is expreſſed, 
and taketh' up much room in 
the accompt; of ſuch a perſon 
(who ſhall [nrely live and not die , 
that is, who certainly thall a- 
bide in Gods favour, and enjoy 
the happy conſequences theres 
of) 'it is ſuppoſed, that he— 
neither hath oppreſſed any ,nor bath 
withholden the pledye nor hath ſpois 
led by violence ; but hath given bis 
bread to the hungry, and hath. co- . 
yered tbe naked with a garment ; 
and hath taken off bis hand from . 


the poor. 5. Allo. 


SJ 


[39] 
5. Alſo in the particular Hi. 


ſtories of good men , this ſort 


of praRtilc is ſpecially raken' 


netice of, and expreſſed in their 
characters. In the ſtory of our 
Father Abraham, his benignity Heb.rz.z; 
ro ſtrangers, and hoſpitable- - 
nels is remarkable among all 
his deeds of goodneſs , being 
propounded to us as a pattern 
and encouragement to the like 
ractice. In this the Conſci- 
ence of Job did ſolace it ſelf, As Job 29.11,&c, 
in a ſolid afſurance of his inte- 
rity : 1 delivered the poor that 
cryed, and the fatherleſs, and him 
that bad none to help him : The 
bleſſing of bim that was ready to 
periſh came upon me, and I cauſed 
the widows heart to fing : I Was Jobzo x5. 


eyes to the blind, and feet I was to 
D 4 the 


Luk.1 9.3,9, 


A899. 


ordinary, the being relſored to 


ll 
the lame , 1 was a father to the 
poor. Did not T Weep for bim 
that Was in trouble * Was not my 
foul grieved for the poor * Hence 
alſo did the good Publican re- 
commend himlſelt co the favour 
and approbation of our Savi- 
our, ſaying, Behold, Lord, balf 
of my goods 1 give to the poor ; 
hence did ſalvation come to his 
houſe , hence he is proclaimed, 
.@ ſon of Abraham. Of Dor- 
cas , that good woman, who 
was ſo gracious and precious a- 
mong the Diſciples , this is the 
commendation and charafter ; 
She was full of good works , and 
alm;-deeds which ſhe did ; ſuch 
practiſe made her capable of 
that favour, ſo great and extra- 


lite ; 


"e 
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life; at leaſt in St. Chryſoftome's [1 3am? 
judgment : The force of her alms, ivin vw * 
ſaith he , did conquer the tyranny nn | 
of death. Cornelius allo,that ex- 255: 
cellent perſon, who was,though 

a Gentile, ſo acceptable to God, 

and had ſo extraordinary graces 
conferred on him , is thus re- 
preſented : Ale was a devout 8.10.2. 


man,and one that feared God with 


' all. bs houſe , who gave much alms 


to the people : and prayed to God 
alway. We may add, that to 


be hoſpitable ( one branch of 


theſe duties, and inferring the 

reſt) is reckoned a qualification « Tim 3-2. 

of thoſe, who are to be the © 

Guides and Patterns of good- 

neſs unto others : And parti- 

cularly one fir ro be promoted 

$02 widows office inthe Church, 
| =. 


R "x Tim. 5.10, 


+ Gal.F.14. 

3 Rom. 1z 9210. 
| I Tim. 1.5. 
Mer. 7.::. 


[42] 
is thus deſcribed : Well reported 
of for good works , if ſhe bave 
brought up children , if ſhe have 
lodged ſtrangers, if ſhe have waſh- 
ed the ſaints = if ſhe have 
reheved the afflifled; if ſhe have 
diligently followed every good 
work. 

6. So near to the heart of 
Piety doth the holy Scripture 
lay the praQtiſe of theſe duties ; 
and no wonder ; for it often 
expreſly declares Charity to be 
the fulfilling of Gods Law, as 
the beſt expreſſion of all our 


duty toward God, (of faith in 


him , love and teverence of 
him ) and as -either formally 
containing, or naturally pro- 
ducing all our duty toward our 
Neighbour. And of charity, 

Ds works 


43] 


works of bounty and mercy are 
both the chicf inſtances , and 


the plaineſt ſigns ; for where» 


| as all charity doth confift either 


in mental-defire, or in verbal 
ſignification , or in effectual 
performance of good to our 
Neighbour, this laſt is the end, 


the completion , and the afſu-'raman; 21a 


rance of the reſt. Good will is 


indeed the root of charity, bug M*s-7- 


that lies under-ground, and out 
of ſight; nor can we conclude 
its being or lite wichour viſible 
fruits of beneficence : Good 
words are at beſt but fair leaves 
thereof, ſuch as may (and too 
often do) procced from a weak 
and barren diſpoſition of mind; 
bur theſe good works are real 


fruits, (lo St. Pauls calls them 
.- 


L [44] 

| Tir.3-11: Let ours alſo; ſaith he, learn to 
— Rents. ' . . ©» 

| Phil.q.17. maintain good works for neceſſary | 

#ſes, that they be not unfruitful ) } 

which declare a true life, and 

| a good ſtrength of charity in 

the bearer of-them : by them 

> Cor.ns. 7 29min vis dxme, the ſincerity (Or 

genuineneſs;) of our charity is 

proved ,; for as no man ever 

doth impreſs a falſe amp on 

* che fineſt metal , ſo coſtly cha» 

rity is ſeldom counterfeit : it 

is to decline ſpending their 

goods, or their pains, that men 

forge and feign , - pretending to 

make up in wiſhing well , the 

defeQ of doing fo; and paying 

words in ſtead of things: bur 

he that freely imparts what he 

hath , or can do for his Neigh- 

bours, good ,, needs-no other 

__ argu- 


06] 
argumentto evince that he loves 
in good carneſt,nor can indeed 
well uſe any other : for words, 
if ations are wanting, ſeem a- 
buſive ;- and if actions are pre- 
ſent,they are ſuperfluous; where- 
fore St.-Fobn thus adviſes : My » job.z.18.! 
little children , let us not love. in 
Þord, or in tongue, (a iey6) but 
in work and in'truth;, tolove in 


work: and to love intruth , he 


ſignifies to bCthe ſame thing 3 

and to pretend lovein ſpeech, 

without praGiſing ic in deed, 

he implies not allowable. And 

St.Fames-in way of compariſon 

ſays, That as faith without 

works-is dead, ſo love without 

beneficence is uſeleſs: for, If 4 1-53-16: 

brother or ſiſter be naked, and de+ 

ſlitute of daily food, and one of you 
Ry 


- 
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ſay unto bim, Depart in peace, be 
you warmed and filled , notwith- 
fanding ye give them not thoſe 
things which are needful to the 
body, what dothit profit * even ſo 
faith without works is dead. Cold 
wiſhes of good , working no 
real benefit to our Neighbour, 
and a faint aflent unto truth, 
producing no conſtant obedi- 
enceto God, arethings near of 
| kin, and of like value; both 
of little worth or uſe. | Chari 
ty then being che main point | 
of Religion, mercy and bounty 
being the chief parcs of charity, 
well may theſe duties be placed 
in ſo high a rank ,, according to 
the divine Heraldry of Scrip- 
rure. | 

7. Tocnforce which Obſer- 


yations, 


[47] 


vations, and that we may be 
farther certified about the 


weight and worth of theſe du» 


ties, we may conſider , that to 
the obſervance of them moſt 
ample and excellent rewards 
arc aſſhgned'; chat in return for 
what we beſtow on our poor 
brethren , God hath promiſed 
all ſorts of the beſt mercies and 
bleſſings tous. The beſt of all 
good things (that which in Das 
vids opinion was better than 
life ic {elf ) the fountain of all 
bleſſings (Gods love, and favour 


or mercy) is procured thereby, 


Plal.63.3+ 


or is annexed to it: for God lo- + Cor.g.7; 


veth « chearful giver,{aith S. Paul; 


and, The merciful ſhall obtain Ma; 7. 


mercy, {aith our Saviour; and, 


Mercy repoycetb againſt judgment Jom.2.13. 


| (or 


Mar.6. I 4» 


[48] 
(or boaſteth-, and criumpheth 
over It : 64 xgravguyet ru xelmnas z 
that is,it appeaſerh Gods wrath, 
and prevents our condemnas 
tion and puniſhment ) ſaith 
St. James , God will not conti- 
nue diſpleaſed with him , nor 
will withhold his mercy from 
him, who is kind and merciful 
to his Neighbour. 'Tis true, if 
righcly underſtood , what the 
Hebrew Wiſe-man ſaith, Water 
will quench a flaming fire , 'and 


alms maketh an atenement of fins : 


| forthis praftice hath rhe nature 


and name of a Sacrifice, and is 
declared, as ſuch, both in ex- 
cellency and efficacy to ſurpaſs 
all other Sacrifices ; to be moſt 
acceptable ro God , moſt avail 
able for expiation of guilt, moſt 


effc- 


(49) 


effeual in obtaining mercy 
and fayour. Other Sacrifices 
performed in obedience to Gods 
appointment, (on vertue of our 
Lords perfe& obedience, and 
with regard to his pure ſacrifice 
of himfelf) did in their way 
propitiate God, and atonefin, 
but this hath an intrinſick 
worth , and a natural aptitude 
to thoſe purpoſes, other ob- 
lations did fignifie a willing-- . 
nels to render a due homage to 
God, this really , and immcdi- 
| ately performs it ; they were 
ſhadows or images well, reſem- 
bling that duty, (parting with: 
any thing we have for the ſake 
of God, and for purchaſing his 
favour ) whereof this is the bo. 
dy and ſubſtance: this is there- 

E, fore 


[50] 

fore preferr'das in it (elf excel- 
ling the reſt, and moreeſtima- 
ble in Gods fight; fo that in 
compariſon /'or competition 
therewith, the other ſeem to be 
 Alighted and rejeted. 1 will 
( Cich God): have mercy and not 
ſacrifice; and , Will the Lord be 

pleaſed with thouſands of rams, or 
With ten thouſands of rivers of 
oyl-? Will he ? char is, he will 
not be pleaſed with ſuch ſacri- 
fices, if chey be abſtracted from 
the more delightful ſacrifices of 
bounty and mercy. God ne- 
ver made an exception againſt 
theſe, or derogated from them 
in any caſe ; they abſolutely 
and perpetually are i as St. Paul 
{peaketh) Odoars of a ſweet ſmell, 
ſacrifices acceptable and well- 


pleafing 


[51] 
pleaſing to God; and che Apoſtle 
to the Hebrews ſeconds him : 
To do good, ſaith he, and to com- Heb-13 3. 
municate , forget not , for with 
ſuch ſacrifices God is well-pleaſed , 
by thele, all other works, and 
all enjoyments are ſanctified , 


of what you bave ,, and bchold all 

things are pure unto yon, Such ; 

charitable perſons are therefore 

frequently pronounced bleſſed, 

that is in effect enſtated in a 

confluence of all good things : 

Bleſſed i he that confidereth the Plalar.s 

poor , ſays the Pſalmiſt, and, 

He that bath « bonntiful eye, is P191-4 9: 

bleſſed, ſaith Salomon ; and, He 14 +4. 

that bath mercy on the poor, happy 

i be, ſaith the Wiſe man again; 

and, Bleſſed are the merciful, laich Mat. 5.7» 
E 2 our 
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for, Give alms (ſaith our Lord) Luke r1.4r, 


[52 ] 

our Lord himſelf , ſo in groſs 
and generally , particularly al- 
ſo, and in retail the greateſt 
bleffings are expreſly allotred to 
this praCtiſe : proſperity in all 
' our affairs is promiſed thereto ; 
Thos (laith Moſes) fhalt ſurely 
give thy poor brother , and thine 
heart ſhall not be grieved,that thou 
' giveſt unto bim , becauſe that for 
thu thing the Lord thy God ſhall 
' bleſs thee in all thy works , and in | 
all that thou putteſt thine hand un- 
to, Stability in a good condi- 
tion is ordinarily conſequent 
thereon , ſo the Priphet Daniel 
implies, when adviſing King 
Nebuchadnezzar to theſe works, 
he adds, If it may be alengthning 
of thy tranquillity : deliverance 
from evil incumbent, proceeti- 
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on in imminent danger , and 
ſupport in afflitions, are the 


ſure rewards thereof , ſo the 


P/almiſt aſſures us: Bleſſed (faith Pl.4r.1,60: 


he) i be that confidereth the poor, 


the Lord will deliver bim in time 


of trouble ; the Lord will preſerve 
him and keep him alive , and be 
ſhall be bleſſed upon earth , and 
thou wilt not deliver him into the 
will of his enemies ; the Lord will 


| ſtrengthen bim upon the bed of 


languiſhing, thou Wilt make all bis 
bed in bis fickneſs. Security from 
all want , is likewiſe a recom- 


pence proper thereto : for, He P.ov.:8.:7. 


that giveth to the poor , ſhall not 
lck, laith the Wile-man : thri- 
ving in Wealth and Eſtate, is 


another ſpecial reward ; fo or, 


The liberal ſoul het be made fat ; Prorar 25. 
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Luke I4 I3- 


M:r.19.29, FP 
Maik 10,32, 


that for my ſake hath left: houſes 


[54] 


the ſame Author gives us his 
word for it: even of the good 
things here below to thoſe, who 
for his lake in this,or any other . 
way, Co let $0 bouſes or lands,our 
Lord promiſeth'the return af « 
hundred fold, either in kind, or 
in value. Sopreat encourage» 
ments are annexed to this pra- 
Eiſe even in relation to the 
concernments of this tranſito 

life; but to them befide God 


hath deſtinated rewards in- 


comparably more conſiderable 


and'pretious ; ſpiritual and e- 
ternal rewards , treaſures of 
heavenly wealth, crowns of 
endlels glory, the perfe&tion of 
joy and bliſs to be diſpenſed at 


the rejurreftion of the juſt. He . 


._- 
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or lands , ſhall receive a. hundred 
"fold now at this time, (or in this 
preſent life) and in the world to 
come ſhall inberit everlaſting life ; 


8 fo infallible Truth hath afſu- 


red us, They who perform | 
theſe duties , are ſaid to make Lit: 11.33, 


' themſelves bags, which wax not 


old, a treaſure that faileth not in 
the beavens ; to make themſelves Luke 16.9. 
friends of the unrighteous mam- 
mon, wbo, when they fail, (when 
they depart, and leave their 
earthly wealth) will receive them 
into everlaſting habitations ; to 
lay up in ſtore for themſelves a :Tim.s.1g. 


good foundation againſt the time 


to come, that they may lay bold on 

eternal life . ſuch rewards are 
promiſed.co the obſervers. 

- 8 And corceſpondently grie- 

| E 4 vous 


[56]. 


yous puniſhments are deſigned, 
and denounced to the tranſgref- 
ſours of theſe duties; the worſt 
of mileries is their _ and 


doom ; they for being ſuch 


do forfeit Gods love and fa- 
vour; they loſe his bleſſing and 
proteRion , they can have no 
ſure poſſeſſion of, nor any com- 
| fortable enjoyment of. their E» 


ſtate , for, He (faith St. James } 
fhall have judgment without mer- 
cy , Þho ſheweth no mercy : and 
of ſuch aperſon it is ſaid in Fob, 
\ That Which he laboureth for be 
ſhall reſtore, and ſhall nit ſwallow 
it don, according to his ſubſtance 
fhall the reſtitution be, and he fhall 
x0t rejoick therein ; becauſe be bath 
oppreſſed , and forſaken the poor , 
(nor only becauſe he hath un- 
| jultly 
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juſtly oppreſſed, but becauſe he 
hattruncharicably forſaken the 
poor :  ) If bythe Divine for- 
bearance ſuch perſons do ſeem 
to enjoy a fair portion in this life, Pal.i9.14. 


"| proſpering mm the World , and in- Pſal.73.13. 


creaſing in riches) they will find 
a lad reckoning behind in the 
other world; this will be che 
reſult of that Audit : Wo be unto Lik'6,24; 
Joy rich men , for you have recei- 
ved your conſolation , ( [uch rich 
men are meant, who have got, 
or kept, or uſed their wealth 
baſely; who have detained all 


the conſolation it yields: to 


themſelves, and imparted none 
to others ,) and, Remember, ſon, Luk.16,25; 
thou didft receive thy good things 
in this life , ( lo didſt receive 
them, as to ſwallow them, and__ 
ſpend 


\ Mat.25.30. 


Luk 12 21. 


[58] 
ſpend them here , without any 
proviſion or regard for the fu- 
rure inthe uſe of them,) and, 
(aft that unprofitable ſervant 
(who made no good uſe of his 
Talent ) into utter darkneſs : 
ſuch will be the fate of every 
one, that treaſures up to himſelf, 
and ts not rich unto God , not 
rich 1n piety and charity , not 
rich in performing for Gods 
fake works of bounty and 
mercy. 

9. It is indeed moſt confi- 
derable, that at the final rec- 
koning, when all mens actions 
ſhall be ſtri&ly ſcann'd, and 
juſtly ſentenced according to 
their true deſert, a ſpecial re- 
gard will be had to the diſ- 
charge or neglect of theſe du- 


ries. 


[59] 


ties. It is the bountiful and 
merciful perſons, who have res 


lieved Chriſt in his poor mggia* 


bers and brethren, who in that 
_ day will appear to be the ſheep 
at the right hand , and ſball 
hear the 'good Shepherds voice 
uttering thoſe joyful words, 
Come ye bleſſed of my Father , en- 
ter into the Kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the 
world : for T was an bangred, 
and ye gave me meat ; 1 vas thir- 
fſty, and ye gave me drink , 1 was 
a ftranger, and ye took me in; 1 


Mir.25.34- 


Þas naked, and ye clathed me , I _ 


was ſick, and ye viſited me , I was 
in priſon, and ye came unto me 
He doth not ſay, becaule ye 
have made goodly profeſſions, 
becauſe you have been Ortho- 


 dox 


—_— - 
dox in your opinions, becauſe 
you have frequented religious 
Exerciſes, ( have prayed often 
and long,have kept many Faſts, 
and heard many Sermons) be- 
cauſe you have been ſtaunch in 
—_ converſations,becauſe you 

ave becn puncual in your 
dealings; becauſe you have 
maintained a ſpecious guiſe of 
piety, ſobriety, and juſtice, (al- 
though indeed he that will 
come off well at that great Tri- 
al,muſt be reſponſible,and able 
to yield a good accomprt in re- 
ſpect to all choſe particulars) 
but becauſe you have been cha- 
ritably benign and helpful to 
perſons in need and diſtreſs , 
therefore bleſſed are you, there- 
fore enter into the Kingdom of 
glor Ls 


c 
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[61] 
glorious bliſs prepared for ſuch - 
perſons : this proceeding more 
than intimates , that in the 
judgment of our Lord no ſort 
of yertue or good practiſe is to 
be preferred before that of cha- 
ritable bounty , or rather that 
in his eſteem none is equal 


thereto, {o that if the Queſtion 


| wereputtohim, which is one 
of them to Antiochus, (in Athq- Awban.Tom.z. 


nafius his works) Which is the 
moſt eminent Vertue 2 Our 
Lord would reſolve it no other- 


wiſe , than is done by that Fa- 


ther, affirming, That Merciful- 
neſs is the Queen of Vertues , 


for that at the final accompt, 


the examination chiefly pro- 
ceeds upon that ; it is made 
the ſpecial Touchſtone of Piety, 


- and 


Mar.25.41, 


[62] 

and the peculiar ground of bap- 
pinelſs. On the other fide,thoſe 
who have. been deficient in 
theſe performances, (unchari- 
table and unmercitul perſons) 
will at the laſt Trial appear to 
be the wretched Goats on the 
lefc hand, unto whom this un- 
comfortable ſpecch ſhall by 
the great Judge be pronoun- 
ced : Depart from me ye curſed 


into everlaſting fire, prepared for 


_ the Devil and his Angels : for 1 
. Bas bungry , and ye gave me no 


meat; 1 was thirſty, and ye gave 
me no drink”, 1 was a ſtranger, 
and ye took me not in 3 naked, and 


| ye cloatbed me no0t 3 fick and in 


priſon,- and ye viſited me not : It 


is not, we may ſec, for having 


done that, which in this world 
1s 


"209 | 
is called rapine or wrong ; for 'O:« * 4: 
having pillaged , or cozened the oveveilags | 
their Neighbour ; for having ot Ai 
committed Adultery or Mur- nh +- rig 
cher, or any other thing prohi- Tiw 74 
bited, that theſe unhappy men wn=ne2imns, 
are ſaid to be formally im- Seeds fa a8 
peached, and finally condemn- "rd rw 
ed to that miſerable doom, but S*4 Ns. 
for having been unkind and 
unmerciful to their poor bre- 

thren : this at that high Tribu- 

nal will paſs for a moſt enor- 

mous crime, for the capital of- 

fence , for this it is , that they 

{hall be curſed, and caſt down 

into a wretched conſort{hip 

with thoſe malicious and mers» 

cileſs Fiends, ' unto whole diſ- 

poſition they did ſo nearly ap- 
proach. | 


Thvs 


= 

Thus it appears how mighty 
a ſtreſs God in the holy Scrip- - 
core doth lay upon thefe duties, 
ſo peremptorily commanding 
them , ſo vehemently prefling 
them, ſo highly commending 
them, (o graciouily by promiſes 
alluring us to the performance, 
ſo dreadfully by threatnings de- 
terring us from the neglect of 
them : what an affront then 
will it be. «o Gods Authority, 
what a diſtruſt to his Word, 
what a contempt of his Pow- 
er, his Juſtice, his Wiſdom, 
what a deſpight to his Good». 
neſs and Mercy , if notwith- 
ſtanding all theſe Declarations 
of his will and purpoſes, we 
ſhall preſume to be uncharita- 
ble in this kind > There are 
YM alls 


os 


[65] 
alſo Conſiderations (very mas 
ny, very clear, and very ſtrong) 
which diſcover the great rea» 
ſonableneſs and equity of theſe 
Laws, with our indiſpenſable 
obligation to obey them; the 
which indeed with greater force 
do exact theſe duties from us, 
and do morecarneftly plead in 
the poor mans behalf, than he 
can beg or cry. If we either 
look up unto God, or down 
upon our poor Neighbour, if 


| . we refle& upon our ſelves, or 


conſider our wealth it ſelf, eve- 
ry where we may diſcern vari- 
ous reaſons obliging us, and 
> Various motives inducing us - 

. to the practiſe of theſes du- 
LEI. 
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_  InregardtoGod, | 
_ 1.. We may conſider, that 
by exerciſing . of bounty and 
mercy , we are kind and cour- 
teons to God himſelf, by neg- 
leQing thoſe duties, we are un- 
kind and rudeto him:.forthat 
whar of gaod or evil is by us 
done to the poor;, God jntere 
prets and. accepts as done to 
himſelf. The poor have a pe- 
euliar relation to God, he open- 
ly .and frequently profeſſcth 
himſelt their eſpecial, Friend , 
Patron and Proteftor ; he is 
much concerned in, and parti- 
cularly Rig his Providence 
with- their fupport : in effe&t 
therefore they ſhall ſurely be 
provided for, one way or other, 
I . (The 
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[ 67 
(The poor ſhall eat and be ſatis- **\+3.:6. 
fied, God will ſave the afflifled ***r: 
people; The Lord preſerveth the *463- 
ſtrangers, he relieveth the father- 
leſs and widow) but out of good- 
neſs to us, he chuſth (if ic” 
may be, we freely concurring 
therein ) and beſt liketh, char 
it ſhould be done by our hands; 
this conducing no leſs to our 
benefit,than to.theirs; we there- 
by having opportunity to ſhew 
our reſpe& to himſelf, and to 
lay an engagement on him to 
do us good. God therefore 
lendeth the poor man his own 
Name , and alloweth him to 

crave our ſuccour for his lake ; 
(when the poor man asketh us 
in Gods Name, or for Gods 
ſake, he doth not uſurp or forge, 

F 2. 


ft 
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he hath good authority, and a 
true ground for doing ſo) God 


_ gives him credit from himſelf 


unto us for what he wants, and 
bids us charge what he receiv- 


' eth on his own accomprt ; per- 


Pay. 19.17. 


Mat 25.4945» 


mitting us to reckon him obli- 
ged thereby , and to write him 
our debtor, engaging his own 
word and reputation duly to 


repay, fully to ſatisfie us : He 


that hath pity on the poor, lendeth 
to the Lord , and that which he 
hath given, will be pay him again, 
ſaith the Wiſe-man, and, In as 
much as ye have done it to the leaſt 
of my brethren , ye have done it 


unto me ſaith our Saviour : and, # 


God i not unrighteous to forget 
your Work and labonr of love, 
which ye have (hewed toward his © 


Name, 


2 
] 
f 
] 
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Name, in that ye have miniſtred 
to tbe ſaints » and do miniſter, 
faich the Apoſtle. What there- 
fore we giveto the poor, God 
accepteth as an expreſſhon of 
kindneſs to himſelf, being gi- 
ven to one of his friends and 
clients, in reſpe& to him; he 
regards it as a teſtimony of 
friendly confidence in him, figs 
nifying that we have a good 
opinion of him , that we take 
him for able and willing to re- 
quite a good turn, that we dare 
take his word, and think our 
goods ſafe enough in his cuſtos 
dy. Burt if we ſtop our ears, 


| 4 or ſhut .our hands from the 


poor , God interprets it as a 
harfh repulſe , and a heinous 
affcont pur upon himſelf ; we 

F 3 doing 


h [70] 
doing it to one, who bears his 
Name, and wears his Livery, 
(for the poor mans rags are 
badges of his relation . unto 
God) He thereby judges, that 
we have little good will , litele 
reſpe&, little compaſſion ta- 
ward himſelf, ſince we vouch- 
ſafe notto grant him fo mean a 
favour, ſince we refule at his 
' requelt, and (as it were) in 
his need, to accommodate him 
with a {mall ſum , he juſtly re- 
putes it as an argument of un- 
kindly diffidence in him , that 
we have ſorry thoughts of him, 
decming him no good Corre- 
ſpondent , little valuing his 
word, ſuſpecting his goodneſs, 
his truth, or his ſufficiency. 
2. We by praQtifing thoſe 
dutics 


$ 


” vw. nv UW Www. 


wy 

duties are juſt-, *by omitting 
them are very unjuſt roward 
God. For our'pgoods, our 
wealth, and our eſtate, are in- 
deed none of them ſimply or 
properly our own , ſo that we 
have an abſolute property .in_ 
them , 'or an entire diſpoſal of 
ther: no, we are utterly irnca- 
pable of ſuch a right unco thetn, 

or power over them; God ne- 
ceſlarily is the true and abfo- 

lute Proprictary of them. They 

are called the gifts of God, but Eccr;.r9. 
we muſt not underſtand that ** 
God by giving them to us, hath 
parted with his own right co 
them,they are depoſited with us 


intruſt,not alienated from him, 


they are committed to us as 


Stewards, not cransferred upon 


F 4 us 
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us as Maſters : they are ſo ours, 
that we have no authority to 
uſe them according to our will 
or fancy,but are obliged to ma- 
nage them according to Gods 
direction and order. He by 
right immutable is Lord Para- 
mount of all his Creation.; e- 
yery thing unalienably belongs 


\ . tohim, upon many acconapts : 


He out of nothing made all 
things at firſt, and to every 
Creature through each moment 
a new being, is conferr'd by his 
preſervative influence ; origi- 
nally therefore he is Lord of all 
things, and continually a new 
Title of Dominion over eyery 
thing ſpringeth up unto him : 
It is his always, becauſe he al- 
ways maketh it, We our ſclyes | 
arc 


[23] 


are; naturally meer Slaves and 

Vaſlals to him : as wecan ne- 

ver be our own, .( Maſters of 

our ſelyes, of our lives, of our 

3 || liberties ) ſo cannot we ever 

properly be owners of any 
thing ; there are no poſlible 

- | means by which wecan acquire 

; | any abſolute Title co the leaſt 

mite ; the principal right to 

| what we ſcem to ger,according 

' | roall Law and Reaſon, accru- 
eth ro our Maſter. - All things 
about us, by which we live, 
with which we work and trade; 
the Earth which ſupports and 
feeds us,and furniſheth us with 

+ all commodities ; the Air we *l:4r. 
breathe , the Sun and Stars "_ £ 
which cheriſh qur life, areall 9” 
of them his , his Productions, 
| = and 


. pans WW WW ., 


[247 


by his pleaſure, ſubje& to- his 
diſpoſal : how then can any 
thing be ours ? how can we 
fay with the foeliſh Churl Na- 
2 Sam. 25-11: af Shall I take my bread, and 
my water; dnd my fleſh, and give 

if? | Thine?' O inconſ1derate 

man! How cam'ſt thou by it? 

how doſt thou hold it ? didfſt 

Sed ais ; Quid thou maKE it , .or doſt thou 


;njuſtum eff, fi 


cimslicnanon preſerye it ? Canſt thou claim 
anNVA am, T0. . 
pria Ailigertitn any thing by Nature ? No,thou 


ſervem ? O im« 


 putesditumy PrOUghteſt - nothing with thee 
popiiz ae? into the world, thou didft nor 


bus recondirs bring thy fell hither: Canft 
jn Eunc mur- : 
dem dewliti > thou challenge any thing to thy 
Anne; ſelf from Chance? No, for 
there is no ſuch thing as 
Chance, all things being guid- 
ed and governed by Gods Pre- 


vidence. 


and his Poſlefſions , ſubſiſting 


. 2 
vidence. Doſt thou conceive 
thy Induſtry can entitle thee 
toany thing 2 Fhou art mi- 
ſtaken , for all the wit and 
ſtrength thou applieſt, the head 


chaou contriveſt with | and the * 
hands thou workeft with, are 


Gads; all the ſucceſs thou find- 
eſt did wholly depend on him, 
was altogether derived from 
him', all thy proje&s were 


vain, all thy labours would be 


fruitleſs, did not he affiſt and 
bleſs thee : Thou doſt vainly 


and fal{ly lift up thine beart, and Þ w.8. 13,14, 


forget the Lord thy God , whenas 
thy beards and flocks multiply , 


and thy ſilver and gold is multi- * 


lyed, and all that thou haſt # mul- 
tiplied, if thou ſayeſt in thy beart, 
My power and the might of my 
= | band 


17,18. 
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hand bath gotten me this wealth: -. 
But thou muſt remember the Lord 
thy God, for it i he that giveth 

thee power to get wealth. Since 
 thenuponall ſcores every  ; 
' wehavedoth appertain'to God, 
he may without any injury re- 
cal or reſume whatever he plea» 


convincitur,qui 


ultra neceſſatia ſeth « and while he letteth any 


{bi rerinere 


probatur, thing abide with us, WE Cannot 


- Hieron, 


juſtly uſe it otherwiſe than he 
hath appointed, we cannot du- 
ly apply ic otherwiſe than to his 
© Quicquid Deus Intereſt and ſervice. God then 


pluſquam opus 


eſt dederir,non having injoined » that alter we 
nob's 1pec21” have ſatisfied our neceſſities,and 
per no: alis ſtpplied our reaſonable occafi- 


erogand:'m : 


anſmir.cued ONS, We [ſhould imploy the reſt 


"ft non dcderi- 


mus,res slicnas CO The relief of our poor Neigh- 


Frans 9. POUTS ; that if We have to coats, 


de Tewp-. - (one more than we need) we 
Uk,3,11. . ll [ 
ou 


[77] 


| ſhould impart one to bim that hath 


none ; if we have meat abundant; 

that we likewiſe communicate 

to him that wants it: God by opium nemo 

the poor mans voice (or by his commune; _ 

need and miſery) demanding te. funpui 

his own from us, we arevery neo” 

unjuſt if we preſume to withhold 41% 

it. doubly unjuſt we are, both 

toward God, and toward our 

Neighbour : we arc unfaith- =” 3 an- 

ful Stewards, milapplying the af py x 

goods of our Maſter, and croſ- 737; mi. 

ſing his order ; we are wrong- #0: 8M. 

ful Ulſurpers, detaining from 

our Neighbour that which God 

hath allotted him : we are in 

the Court of Conſcience, we 

ſhall appear ar the Bar of Gods 

Judgment no better than Rob» 

bers, ( under vizards of legal 
Faq, 


[78] 
right and poſſeſſion ) ſpoiling 
our poor Brother of his goods; 
his, L1 ſay, by the very ſame 
title as any thing can be ours, 
by the free donation of God, 
fully and frequently expreſſed, 
as we have ſcen ,; in his holy 
Word : ( he cannot take it a- 
way by violence or (urreption 
againſt our will , but we are 
bound willingly to yield ic up 
. to him; to dothat, were diſors 
| der in him ;, to refuſe this, is 
Nottum ett wrong int us: ) 'tis the hungry 


| pauperes cla- a 

| mncqud rmans bread, which we hoard 

; 15, NO © 3 *» . 

| bis crudclires UP IN our barns ; tis his mear, 

| Tubrrahicur, hi h | d hi 

| anti. drink, which we guzzle: 'tis 
| the naked mans apparel, which 

we ſhur up in our prefles, or 

which we exorbirantly ruffle 


and 


: 
i 
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[79] 
and flaunt in: *tis the needy 
perſons gold and filver which 
we cloſely hide in our cheſts, 
orſþend dly, or put out to uſes = 
lels uſe : we are in thus hold= 
ing , or thus {pending , truly 


2x, not Only covetous, but 


wrongful , or havers of more 


than our own, againſt the will 
of the right owners; plainly 
violating that precept Yof Sa. 
lomon , Withbold nat good from Pcor.z.27, 
them to whom it 1s due, when it us 
in the power of thy hand to do it. 


If we are ambitious of hav Omne quol 


male poſſiderur 


a property in ſomewhat, or af- alicnun ct; 


male aurcm 


fe ro call any ching our own, parder, qui 
'*is only-by nobly giving that -” => 
we can. accomplith our defire, 
that will certainly appropriate 


our gaods ta.our ulc and _ 
kt 


[80] 
fit: but from baſely keeping, 
or. vainly embezilling them, 
they become not our poſleſſon 
and enjoyment, bur our theft 
and our bane. (Thele things, 
ſpoken after the holy Fathers, 
wiſe Inſtructors in matters of 
piety, are to be underſtood with 


reaſonable temperament, and 


practiſed with honeſt pru- 
dence. I cannot ſtand to diſ- 
dilcuis caſes, and remove ſcru- 
plcs ; a pious Charity will ea- 
fily diſcern its-due limits and 
meaſures, both declining per- 
plexity, and not evading duty : 
the ſum is, that juſtice towards 


\ God and manobligeth us , nor 


to lufter our poor Brother to pe- 
riſh , or pine away for want, 
whizen we ſurfeic and ſwim in 


plenty ; 


[8] 
plenty ; or notto ſee himlack 
neceflaries, when. we are well 
able to relieve him. ) 

3- Shewing-. bounty and 
mercy arc the moſt-proper and 
the principal expreſſions of our 
gratitude unto Gad; ſo that 
in omitting them, we are not 
only vey unjuſt, but highly 
ingrateful- Innumerable , are 
the benefits, favours and mer- 
cies, ( both common and pri- 
vate) which God hath beftow- 
ed on us, and doth continually 
beſtow; he inceſſantly ſhowres 
down bleſſings. on our heads , 


he daily leadeth us with his bene- Plal.8.rg. 
fits , he perpetually crown- Plal.tog.4. 


eth us with loving. kindneſs and 
tender mercie; : all that we are, © 
all that we have, allchat wecan 

G hope 


[ 82 ] 


hope for of good,is alone from 
his free bounty, our beingsand 
lives, with all the conveniencics 
and comforts of them , we en- 
tirely owe to him as to our Ma- 
ker, our Preferyer, our conſtant 
Benefactor : all the excellent 
priviledges we: enjoy , andall 
the glorious hopes we. have as 
Chriſtians, we allo ſtand en- 
debted for purely to his unde- 
8 ſerved mercy and grace; and, 
| Fral, 116. 12, What ſhall we render unto. the 
| Lord for all his benefits toward 
1? Shall we reader him no- 
' thing? ſhall we refule him-any 
thing ? ſhall we boggle at ma- 
king returns fo inconſiderable, 
in regard to what he hath done 
forus? Whartis alice Gold, or 
Silver, or Brals perhaps, which 


our 


- we J—_—_— Y ST LI 
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our poor Neighbour craveth of 
us, in compariſon to our. life, 
our health , our reaſon; to all 
accommodations of our body, 
and all endowments of our 
mind ? What are all the goods 
in the world to the love and fa- 
vour of Gad, to the pardon of 
our ſins, to the gitts of Gods 
Spiric, to the dignity of being 
the children of God, and heirs ' 
of ſalvation; to the being freed 
from extream maileries, and 
made capable of eternal felicity? 
And doth not this unexpreſſible 
goodneſs , do not all theſe in- 


eftimable benefits require ſome 


correſpondent thankfulnels ? 
Are we not obliged , ſhall we 
not be willing to exhibir ſome 
real teſtimony thereot ? And 
=o whas 


x 


| 


Pſal.16.2, 


Job 22.2. 


[84 ] 
what other can we exhibic be- 
ſide this? We cannor direaly 
or immediately requite God, 
for he cannot ſo receive any 
thing from us ; he is not capa- 


| ble of being himſelf enriched 


or exalted, of being any wile 

leaſured or bettered by us, 
who is in himſelf infinitely ſuf- 
ficient, glorious, joyful and 
happy : Uur goodneſs extends not 
tohim; A man cannot be profita- 


ble to his Maker : All that we 


can do in this kind , is thus in- 
directly, in the perſons of his 


poor relations, to gratifice him, 


imparting at his defire and for 
his {.ke lomewhart of what he 
bath beſtowed on us, upon 


them, Such a thankful rewrn 
we owe unto God, not only for 


what 


Th eawmn ww 


(*5] 


what he hath given us,but even 45m 262e- 
for che capacity of giving to 0s i m:3y Nu-| 
thers; for that we are in the 54-7 4:5, | 
number of thoſe. who can af- 72% 4 
ford relief, and who need not 
to demand it, Our very wealth 
and proſperous ſtate ſhould not 
ſeem to us ſo contemptible 
things,that we ſhould be unwil- 
ling to render ſomewhat back 
in gratcful reſentment for them: 
the very act of giving is it (elf N-<enimie= 


1o Deo praz- 


no mean benefir, ( having fo facvencficum 
in his, quz de= 


much of honor in ic, fo much of cir; fed De- 
pleaſure going with it,ſo much oo 
of reward following it) we re- 54 
ceive far more than we return 

in giving; for which therefore 

itis fit, that we ſhould return 

our gratitude, and conſequent- 


ly that we ſhould perform thele 


3 duries : 


[86] 

duties : for indeed without this 
praQtiſe , no other expreflion of 
oratitude can be true in it ſelf, 
or can be acceptable unto God: 
We may ſeem abundantly to 
thank him in words, bur a 
ſparing band gives the lye to the 
fullet mouth ; we may ſpare | 
” our breath, if we keep back our 
_ © ſubſtance; forall our praifing 
God for his goodneſs, and blel- 
fing hiri with our lips , if we 
will do nothing for him, if we 
will not part with any thing 
for his ſake, appears meer com- 
plement, is in truth plain moc- 

kery, and vile hypoctifie. 
| 4 Yea, which we may far- 
ther conſider, all our devotion 
ſevered from a diſpoſition of 
practiſing theſe duties, is no leſs 
| ſuch ; 


(87 ] 
ſuch ; cannot have any true” 
worth in it, ſhall notyield any 
good effect from it. Our pray» 
ers, if weare uncharitably diſ- 
poſcd, what are they other than 
demonſtrations of egregious 
impudence and folly ? For how 
can we With any. face preſume 
to ask any thing from God, 
when we deny him requeſting 
2 ſmall matter from us? How 
can we with any realon expe&t 
any mercy from him, when we 
vyouchſafe nat to ſhew any mer- | 

for his ſake? Can we ima- 
pine , that God will hearken 
unto , or mind our petitions, 
when we are deaf to his entrea- 
ties, and regardleſs of his de- 
fires? No, 'tis his declarati- 
on to ſuch bold and unrealon- 
G 4 . able 


j Xſai.z.rg, 


| Jam.s <4. 


. 00] 
able petitioners, When you ſpread 
forth your hands , 1 will not hear 
you; When you make many pray- 
ers , I will not hear : No im- 
portunity , no frequency of 
prayers will move Gedin ſuch 
a cale ; the needy mans cries 
and complaints will drown 
their noile, his ſighs and groans 
will obſtruct their paſlage, and 
ſtop the ears of God againſt 
them. Likewiſe all our ſem- 
blances of repentance, all our 
corporal abſtinencies & auſte- 
rities,if a kind and merciful diſ- 
polition are wanting, what are 
they truly but prelumptuous 
dallyings, or impertinent tri- 
flings with God ? For do we 
not groſly collude with tn, 
when we reſtrain the ſenſual 


T_T” - 


[89 ] 
appetites of the body , but fo- 
ment the ſouls more unreaſon- 
able deſires ? when we curb 
our wanton fleſh, and gjve li- 
cenſe to a bale ſpirit? Do we 
not palpably baffle, when in 
reſpect to God, we pretend to 
deny our ſelves , yet upon ur- 
gent. occaſion allow him no- 
thing 2 Do we not ſtrangely 
prevaricate, when we would 
ſeem to appcale Geds anger, 
and purchaſe his favour by our 
ſubmiſſions, yer refuſe to do 
chat, which he declares moſt 
plealingto him, and moſt ne- 
ceſlary to thole purpoſes ? It 
is an ordinary thing for men 
thus toiſerve God , andthus to 
delude themſelves: 1 have known 1% wit 
many, (laith St. Baſil) who bave veordogting, 
Y, / Eg hos 


| [90] 
| ew Tho &- faſted, and prayed, and groaned, 


i rer00 end” 


| _ __ and expreſſed all kind of coftleſs 
Ire 4d exyn- piety, who yet Would not part with 


F NG one dolt to the af flited : fuch a 
Mio Luk 12.3. Cheap and eafie piety , which 


| coſts us little or nothing, can. 
| furely not be worth much; and 


we muſt not conceir that the 
| 15am: All-wiſe God, (the God of knows 
lege, by whom aFions are Weigh- 
ed, as Annaſang . and, who 
weigheth the ſpirits 'allo , As the 
Wite-man ſaith) will be cheat- 
ed therewith, or take it for more 
than its juſt yalue. No, he hath 
expreſly ſignified, — he hath 
3 Sam.24:24- ot choſen {uch ſervices, nor + 
doth take any pleaſure i in ther; 


i535. he hath called them yain and im- 


Mic.6-79. pertinent oblations ; I or 
zd& 
A acceptable , bur abominable, and 


trouble- | 


Proy 16.2. 


[91] 
troubleſome to him , ſuch as he 
cannot away With , and is weary 
to bear. *Tis religious liberality 
that doth prove us to be ſerious 
and earneſt in other religious 
performances; which aflures 
that we value matters of piety 
at a conſiderable rate ; which 
gives a ſubſtance and ſolidity 
. to our devotions ; which ſan- 
@ifiesour faſts,and verifies our 
penances; which renders our 
praiſes real, and our prayers cf- 
tectual ; fo that theſe being 
combined, we may reaſonably 
expect acceptance and recom- 
pence; and in effe& to hear 
that from God, which by him 
was returned to good Cornelius, 
Thy prayers and thine alms are A810.4. 
come up for a memorial before God. 
| 5- The 


[92] 

\ 5. Theconſcionable practiſe 
of theſe duties , doth plainly 
ſpring from thoſe good diſpoſ1- 
tions of wind, regarding God, 
which are the original grounds 
and fountains of all true piety , 
and the negle&t of them iſſueth 
from thoſe vicious diſpoſitions, 
which have a peculiar incon- 
ſiſtency with piety , being de- 
ſtru&ive thereof in the very 
foundation and root. Faith 
in God is the Fundamental 
Grace , upon which Piety is 
grounded.; Love and fear of | 
God, are the Radical Princi- 
ples, from which it grows, all | 
which as the charitable man 
diſcovers in his praiſe, ſo they 
are apparently baniſhed from 
the heart of the illiberal and yn- 
merciful perſon. As 


[93] 
le As for Faith, the good man 
Y | inſbewing bounty , exerciſerh 
l- | thecbief acts thereof ; he free- 
, ly parteth with his goods, be- 


Q cauſe he truſteth on Gods Pro- 
: vidence more than them; and 
t | believerh God more ready to 
R help him, .than any Crearare 


can do, in his need, becaule 

he is perſwaded, that God is 

moſt good and benign, fo as 

never to ſuffer him to be oppieſ- 

ſed with want ; becauſe he ta- 

keth God to be juſt and fairh- 

ful, who haviog charged him 

to care for nothing, but to caft bis 116-55 

care and burthen upon the Lord, 

having promiſed to care for bim, * P«-5-7: 

to ſuſtain bim ,' never to leave or Plal.55.:3. 

forſake bim ; having alſo enga- *** f 

ged himſelf to repay and re- 
compence 


Heb.1e.34- 


[ 94 ] 


compence him for what he 
giveth -o his poor Neighbour, 
will not fail to make good his 
word ; becauſe he thinks God 
abundantly ſolvent , and him- 
{elf never the poorer for layin 

out in his behalf, becauſe, in 
{bort , he is content to live in 
a dependence upon God, and 
at his diſpoſal. It is mention- 
ed by the Apoſtle to the ' He- 
brews, as a ſpecial inſtance of a 
relolute and. conſtant faith in 
the farft Chriſtians , that they 
took joyfully the ſpoiling of their 
goods, knowing in themſelves, that 
they had in heaven 4 better and an 
enduring ſubſtance : he that nat 
forcibly by the violent rapacity 
of others , but yoluntarily by 
his own free reſignation for the 
24 ſervice 
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ſervice of God, delivereththem 
up wich the lame alacrity, opi- 
nion and hope, thereby demon- 
ſtrates the lame faith. But the 
Gripple Wretch,who will beftow 


| nothing on his poor Brothet 


for Gods lake , is eyideruly an 
Infidel, having aone at all, or 
very hearheniſh .Gonceirs of 
God: He muſt beeither a meer 
Atheiſt , disbelieving the exi- 
ſence of God ; or an Epicu- 
rean,, in his heart denying Gads 
Providence over humane. af- 
fairs : (for did he conceive God 
to have any regard unto , , or 
any inflyence over what paffles 
here, how could he be afraid 
of wanting upon this core? 
bow could he repole any conki- 
denceia theſe polleſſions ? how 

could 


[96] 

could he think himſelf ſecure 
in ſuch a negle& or defiance of 
God ? ) Or he muſt be exceed- 
ingly profane,entertaining moſt 
diſhonourable - and injurious 
apprehenſions of God : He 
cannot but imagine God very | 
unkind, not only in negle&ing 
men that want his help , *bur 
in making them to fuffer for 
ſpending upon his accompt, 
very unjuſt, in not repaying 
what he borrows; very un- 
faithful, in breaking his word ; 
very deceitful) in galling us of 
our thipgs by fair promiſes of 
reſtiturion "end requital: ' Or 
he muſt apprehend God forget- | | 
ful of what wedo, and himſelf | 

ſays; or that he is needy and 

impotent-, not having'where- 
py. with 


AY > oa rv wiqea 


my 
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with. to make ſatisfaion; not 


| beingable to'make good what 


he pretends. He muſt in his 
conceit debaſe God even be- 
neath the vileft Creatures | 
thinking a ſenſeleſs lump of 
clay more apt -in his need to 
help him,than God can be with 
all his power and care; ſuppo- 
ſing his money ſafer in his own 
Coffers, than in Gods hands ; 
and that Iron Bars will guard 
it more ſurely, than divine pro- 
te&ion; eſtceming his Neigh» 
bours Bond for much berter 
ſecurity than Gods Word , and 
that a mortal man is far more 
able or more true, than the E- 


- ternal Lord. He certainly can- 


not think one word true , that 
God ſays , being loath to truſt 

H him 
D 


Habac.2.9. 


[98] 
him for a peny, for a piece of 
bread, or foran old garment , 
all Gods promiſes of recom- 
pence, and threatnings of pu- 
niſhment, he takes for idle fi- 
Qions; Heaven and Hell are 
but Utepia's in his conceit, the 
joys of one, offered ro the cha- 
ritable perſon , are but pleaſant 
fancies; the corments of the 0- 
ther, denounced to the uncha- 
ritable , but fearful dreams : 


_ all other things are but names, 


money and lands are the only 
real chings unto him : all the 
happineſs he can conceive or 
wiſh, is contained in bags and 
barns, theſe aretheſole points 
of his Faith, and objects of his 
confidence.. He makes gold his 
bope , and ſaith to the fine gold, 

| 1 bou 
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Then art my confidence : be re- 
Joyces becauſe his wealth ts great, 


and becauſe bis hand hath gotten 


much, (as Job ſpeaketh,diſclaim- J-» 31.24: 


ing that praiſe in himſelf, and 
racitly charging it on the per- 
ſons weſpeak of.) Hedoth in 
fine affe& a total independency 
upon God, and cares to have 
no dealing with him; he would 
cruſt co himſelf , and live on his 
own eſtate : ſo groſs infidelity, 
and horrible profanenels of 
mind , lie couched under this 
ſort of vices. 

As for the love of God, the 
liberal man declares it , in that 
for Gods ſake he is willing to 
part with any thing ; that he 
values Gods love and favour a- 
boye all other goods ; that he 

H 2 deems 


1 Joh 3-17. 


[ 100 ] 
deems himſelf rich and happy 
enough._in the enjoyment of 
God. Bur, Who hath this werlds 
goods, and ſeeth his brother have 
need , and ſhutteth np his bowels 
from bim , how dwelleth the love 
of God in him ? ſaith St. John , 
that is,it is Impoſſible he ſhould 


love God 3 *'ris a vain conceit 


© to think hedoes; tis a frivolous 


thing for him to pretend it ; for 
how pollibly can he bear in his 
heart any affection to God,who 
will not for his ſake , and at his 
inſtance, part with a little 
worthleſs traſh, and dirty pelf ? 
who prizes ſo inconſiderable 
matters beyond Gods favour 
and friend{hip?wwho prefers the 
keeping of his wealth , before 
the enjoyment of God ; and 
chules 


[ 101 ] 
chuſes rather certainly to quir 
his whole intereſt in God, than 


to adventure a ſmall parcel of 


his eſtate with God ? His pra- 
Riſe indeed ſufficiently diſco- 
vers, that his hard and ſtupid 
heart is uncapable of any love, 
except of a corrupt, inordinate 


and fond love , _— to- 


ward himſelf,{ince ſo preſent & 


ſenſible objects cannor affect | 


him : Ae that loveth not his bro- 
ther whom be bath ſeen,how can he 
love God whom he bath not ſeen 
And as to the fear and reve- 
rence of God, the liberal man 
expreſſes it in ſubmiſſion co 
Gods commands, although 
with his own preſent ſeeming 
diminution and loſs ; in pre» 
ferring the diſcharging of his 
H 3 Con- 


x Joh. 4 20, 
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Conſcience before the retain-- 
ing his Money, in caſting o- 
yer-board his temporal goods, 
that he' may ſecure his ſpiritua 
and eternal concernments : He 
can ſay ( his practiſe atteſting 
| to his profeſſion) with David, 
| Plal11y 1:7» ] love thy commandments above 
"gold; and, The law of thy mouth 
# dearer to me than thouſands of 
gold and ſilver ; he ſhews, that 
Exod.18.21. heis a man of truth, feating God, 
and bating covetonſneſs ; which 
dilpofitions , as having much 
affinity and connexion, are well 
joined together by Jethro. Bur 
the uncharicable man can have 
little fear of God before his 
eyes; ſince the commands of 
God have no efficacy on his 
Conſcience; ſince he dreads not - 
| | the 


CJ 
the effe&ts of divine power and 
juſtice ,”- provoked by his diſo- 
bedience ; fince.-he deems an 
imaginary danger of want from _ 
giving, worſe than a certain 
commiſſion of {in in withhold- 
ing - and is more afraid of pe- 
nury here, than of damnation 
hereafter. . 

The truth is,the covetous or 
illiberal man is: therefore unca» 
pable of being cruly pious, be- 
cauſe his heart is poſicſſed with 
vain devotion toward ſome- 
what beſide God, which inef- 
feQ is his ſole Divinity : he is 


juftly tiled an Idolater, for that <*3:5- 


he directs and employs the chief 
affections of his mind upon an 
Idol of Clay , which he loves 
with all his heart and all his 


H 4 _ ſoul, | 


[104] 


ſoul, which he entirely canfides 


in, which he eftcems and- wor 
ſhips above all things. It is 
Mammon , which of all the 
Competicors and Antagoniſts 
of God, invading Gods zight, 
and uſurping. his place, is. (as 


our Lord intimates )- the molt - 


dangerous , and deſperately res 


pugnant : where he becomes. 
predominant, true Religion is 


quite excluded; Je cannot ſerve 
God and AMammon. Qther Vi- 
tious inclinations combat rea- 
ſon, and oken baffle it; bur (el- 
_ gs it, as m 2 
man do ove or applaud 
himlſclf in nr idy bur 
thecovetous humoar ſeizeth on 


our reaſon it felf, and ſeateth it 
ſelf therein ; inducing ic to fa- 


vour . 


[195] 
vour. and countenance what is 
done amils : the voluptuous 
man is [wayed by. the violence 
of his appetite, .but the cove- 
tous is leduced by the diCtate of 
his judgment ;, he therefore 
ſcrapes and boards, and lets go 
nothing , becauſe he eſtes 
wealth the beſt thing in the 
world, and then judges himſelf - 
moſt wiſe, when he is moſt 
baſe.: - Labour not to be rich, 
ceaſe from thine own wiſdom, Gaich 
Salomon ; intimating the judg- 
ment ſach perſons are wont to 
make'ot their riches:: whence 
of all diſpoſitions oppoſite to 
picty, this is the moſt pernici- 
ous. But farther, 

6; Let us confi der, That no- 


thing is more conformable to 
Gods | 


[ 166 ] 
Gods nature,or renders us more 
| liketo him, * than beneficence 
and mercy ;/ and that -conſe- 
quently nothing can be more 
grateful to him ; that nothing 
| Is more dilagreeable and con- 
trary tothe effential diſpoſition 
of God,than illiberality and un- 
mercifulneſs, and therefore that 


nothing can be more diſtaſtful 


to-him. ' What is any being in 
the world, but an efflux of his 
. bounty , and an argument of 

his liberality 2 Look every 
where about Nature, conſider 
the whole tenour of. Provi- 
dence; ſurvey all the works, 
and ſcan all the ations of God, 
you will find them all conſpi- 
ring in atteſtation / to thoſe 
ſweet Characters and Elogies, 


go 


which 


tak " Ry — ie A < 
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and his tender mercies are over all 


[107] Y 
which the holy Scripture aſcri- S 
beth to God, repreſenting him "1 
to be Mercifwl and gracious, long- Ex0d.z4 6. © 
ſuffering, and abundant in good- Fj 
neſs; to be ſorry for evil, (in- Joclz.13; © | 
cident or inflited upon any 
Creature) to delight in mercy, Mic.7.12. 
to Wait that be may be gracious ; Wai.zo.18. 
filing him the God of love , of gow.;.z;.. 
peace, of hope, of patience, of all , 335. _ 
grace, and of all conſolation , the *Co.13.11. 
Father of pities, rich in mercy, and Jam:gr. 
Full of bowels, affirming of him, *****® 
and by manifold evident evi- 

dences demonſtrating , that he 

is benign even unto the ingrateful Luk 6.35. 
and evil, that He us good to all, Pſa'.rs.9. 


bis works. Nature, CI ſay) 
Providence and Revelation, da 
all concur in teſtifying this, that 
/ _ there 


3 Pens * there 18 nothing 
| wif culiarly admirable, nothing (as 
4 ines it were) ſo God- like; that is, 
- ner ils fo highly venerable and ati- 


erp, Naz.Orar. 


”» able, as to do good and ſhew 
mercy. We therefore by libe- 
| ral communication to ihe nee- 
| Deaeſtmor< dy,, do moſt approach to the 


rali juyare 


| mortalem. EY. 
| ances. _ Rata of God, and moſt ex 


| Ub. atly imitate his praGtiſe ; ac- 
quiring to our ſclyes thereby 

mewhat of Divinity, and be. 
coming litcle Gods to our 


ov £5454 Neighbour : Nothing ( ſich 


| los Sl me 


| . 65 > core Se, (hryfoftome )  Þ us ſo 


| Trey. Chiyl. in 
| Mar. Orat.35, Mer equal to my as beneficence , 


| Greer 73 267 gjangen) « a God to the 5. omg 
| ts nate, imitating the mercy of God, 
6 dv m9 for 4 man bath nothing of God þ 
 &v on + £2 4 
Bi Naz.Oua's much 4s to do good, That ſuch 
hath 


| mri 
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__ [reg] 
hath always been the common 
apprehenſion of men, the pra« 
Etiſe of all times ſheweth, in 
that men have been ever apt to 
place their Benefaors among 
their Gods, deferring that love 
and veneration unto them in 
degree, which in perfe&tion do 
appertain to the ſupreme Bene- 


factor. Be merciful , as yonr Luk.6.35,36. 


beavenly Father is merciful , {o 
our Saviour propoſeth Gods 
mercy to us, both as a pattern 
direing, and as an argument 
inducing us to mercitulneſs , 
implying it alſo to be a good 
ſign declaring us the children 
of God; the genuine off-ipring 
of the all-good and all-merciful 
Father, yea, that it even ren- 
ders and conſtitutes us ſuch, (we 

[bt theres 


” Mar. 5-44-45 


[ne] 


thereby coming moſt truly 
to repreſent , and moſt nearly 


to reſemble him.) Our Lord 


farther teaches us, ſaying, Love 
your enemies , bleſs them that 
curſe you, do good to thoſe that 
bate you — that you may be the 


ſons of your Father Which « in 


heaven. And they who thus 


are Gods children, muſt conſe- 


quently be very dear to him, 
and moſt gracious in his ſight; 
he cannot but greatly like and 


love himſelf (the beſt of him- 


ſelf) in them ; he cannot but | 


cheriſh and treat them well, 
who are the faireſt and trueſt 
images of himſelf; no ſpecta- 
cle can be ſo pleaſant to him, 
as to ſee us in our practiſe to 
a&t himſelf, doing good to one 

ang- 
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another ; as the eleft of God, Colo.y.t3. AY 
boly and beloved, putting on bow- 


els of mercies and kindneſs, bum- 
bleneſs of mind, meekneſs, long- 
ſuffering ; forbearing one another, 
and forgiving one another , even 


45 Chriſt forgave us, being follow- Eeb4-5-191- 
ers of God as dear children , and | 


walking in love, even as (briſt als 
ſo loved us. But on the other 


- fide, there is not in Nature any 


thing ſo remotely diſtant from 
God, .or ſo extreamly oppoſite 
to him, as a greedy and griping 
Niggard; Hell is ſcarce ſo con- 
trary to Heaven, as ſuch a mans 
diſpoſition to the nature of 
God ; for 'tis goodneſs which 
fics glorieuſly criumphant act 
the top of Heaven; and uncha- 
ritableneſs lieth miſerably gro» 
vclling 


[ £12 ] 
velling under the bottom of 
Hell : Heaven deſcends from 
che one, as its principal cauſe ; 
Hell is built on the other, as its 
main foundation : as the one 
approximates the bleſſed An- 
gels to God,and beatifies them 
ſo the other removeth the cur- 
ſed Fiends to ſuch a diſtance 
from God and happineſs : not 
to wiſh, notto do any good, ig 
that which renders them both 
ſo bad, and ſo wretched, and 
whoever in his conditions is ſo 
| like to them, and in his practiſe 
fo agrees with them , cannot 
bur allo be very odious toGod, 
and extreamly unhappy; God 
cannot bur abhor ſo baſe a de- 
generation from his likeneſs in 


thoſe, who by nature are his 
children, 
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children, and ſhould be farcher 
ſuch according tor his gracious 
deſign . neither can any thing 


' more offend his eyes, than ſee- 


ing them to uſe one another 
unkindly : ſo that if obtaining 
the certain favour of the grear 
God , with all the benefics at- 
rending it, ſeem conſiderable to 


o ſhun his diſpleaſure, with its 
ad effets; it concerns us to 
practiſe theſe duties. So-I con- 
clude that fort of Confiderati- 
ons, enforcing theſe duties , 
which more  immediatcly  re- 


. . or if wethink it adviſeable 


gard God. 


Farther, before we deny our III. Head of | 
relief to our poor Neighbour, P'*ou(c- 


let us with the eyes of our mind 
2 kit I look 


[114] 


look on him , and attentively 
conſider who he is ; what he 
is in himſelf, and whathe is in 

relation unto us. | 
1. He whole need craves 
our boumty , whoſe miſcry de- 
mands our mercy, what is he ? 
He is not truly ſo mean and 
ſorry a thing , 'as the diſguiſe 
_ of misfortune, under which he 
appears, doth repreſent him. 
He who looks ſo deformedly 
and dilmally, who to outward 
Gght is ſo ill beſtcad, and fo pi- 
titully accouſtred , bath latent 
in him much of admirable 
beauty and glory ; he within 
himſelf containeth a nature ve- 
ry excellent; an immoral ſoul, 
and an intelligent mind , by 
which he. nearly refſemblerh 
| God 
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God himſelf , and is compara- 
ble to Angels; he inviſibly is 
owner of endowments , ren- 


 dring him capable of the great- 


eſt and beſt things : What are 
Money and Lands ? what are 
Silk and fine Linen ? what are 
Horſes and Hounds in compa- 
riſon to Reaſon, to Wiſdom, to 


| Vertue, to Religion, which he 


bath, or (in deſpight of all miſ- 
fortune) he may have, if he 
pleaſe ? He whom you behold 
ſo dejeedly ſneaking, in ſo de- 
ſpicable a garb,ſo deſtitute of all 
conyenience and comfort, (ly- 
ing in the duſt , naked orclad 
with rags, meagre with hunger 
or pain) he comes of a moſt 
high and heavenly extraction ; 
he was born a Prince , the Son 

I 2 of 


5 [-ur6 ] 
| of the greateſt King Eternal; he 
can truly call the Sovereign 
Lord of all the World his Fa- 

ther 3 having derived his foul 
from the mouth , having had 
his body formed by the hands 
Prov.12.:: of God himſelf:(in this, The rich 
and poor,as the Wiſe-man ſaith, 
do meet together ; the Lord us the 
Maker of them all.) That ſame 
forlorn Wretch, whom we are 
ſo apt to deſpiſe and trample 
| Gen-1128,  . upon, was framed and conftitu- 
ted Lord of the viſible World 
had all the goodly brightneſles 
of Heaven,and all the coftly furs 
nicures of Earth created to ſerve 
| F86. him: ([bou madeſt him, ſaith the 
P/almiſt of man)to have dominion 

over the works of thine hands;thau 

haſt put all things under bis feet :) 


Yea, 
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Yea, he. was made an inhabi- 
tantof Paradiſe, and Poſſkſſour 
of felicities ſuperlative ; had 
immortal life, and endleſs joy 

in his hand, did enjoy the en- 
| tire favour-and friendſhip of 
the moſt High : ſuch in worth 
of Nature, and nobleneſs. of 
Birth he is, asa man; and high- 
ly more conſiderable he is, as a 
Chriſtian : for as vile and con- 
temptible as he looks,God hath 
ſo regarded-and prized him, as 
far his:ſake to deſcend from 
Heaven, to cloathhimſelf with 
fleſh, to aflume the form of a 
ſervant ; for his good to under- 
rake and undergo the greateſt 
inconveniencies, infirmities , 
wants and diſgraces ; the moſt 
grieyqus troubles, and moſt 

| I 2 ſharp 


[118] 
ſharp pains incident to mortal 
nature ; God hath adopted him 
to be his Child 3 the Son of 
God hath deigned to call him 
Brother; he is a Member of 
Chriſt, a Temple of che Holy 
Ghoſt, a free Denizon- of the 
heavenly City ; an Heir of Sal- 
vation, and Candidate of eter» 
nal Glory ; the greateſt and 
richeſt Perſonageis nor capable 
of berter priviledges, than God 
hath granted him, or of higher 
preferments, than God hath 
defigned him to : He equally 
with che mightie(ÞPrince is the 
obje& of Gods eſpetial Provi- 
dence and Grace , of hisconti- 
nual regard and care , of his 
fatherly love and affetion;who, 
Job 34.19. As good Ejibu ſaith, atcepterh ws 
: | Foe 
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the perſons of Princes, nor regard- 
eth the rich more than the poor ; 
for they are all the work of bis 
hands, In fine, this poor Crea- 
ture whom thou ſceſt, is a man, 
and a Chriſtian, thine equal, 
whoever thou art, in nature, 
and thy peer in condition, | 
ſay not in the uncertain and 
unſtable gifts of fortune , not 
in this worldly tate, which is 
very inconfiderable , bur in 
gifts vaſtly more pretious, in ti- 
tle to an eftace infinitely more 
rich and excellent : yea, if thou 
art vain and proud , he ſober 
and humble, he is thy berter, in 
true dignity much to be prefer- 
red before thee, far in real 


wealth ſurpafling thee: for,Bet- Prov.:3.s. 


ter is the poor that walketh in bis 
I 4 up- 


[120] 
wprightneſs, than be that & perverſe 
in bis ways, though he be rich. 

2. Char diſtin tion, which 
thou ſtandeſt upon, and which 
ſcemeth ſo vaſt between thy 
poor Neighbour and thee, what 
is ir ? whence did it come? 
whither tends it 2 It is not 
any wiſe natural, or according 
 toprimitive deſign : for as all 


men are in faculties and en- 


dowments of nature equal, ſo 
were they all originally equal 
in condition , all wealthy and 
happy, all conſtituted in a moſt 
proſperous and plentiful eſtate; 
all things at firſt were promil- 


cuoully expoſed tothe uſe and 


enjoyment of all ; every one 
from the common ſtock afſu- 
ming as his own. what he need- 

cd. 
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ed. - Inequality and private in- 7-12 5 =a>® 
tereſt in things, (together with 71-00 pau 
ſickneſſes and pains , together us; 2 
with all other infelicities and "4" 5 
inconveniencies) were the by- 79113 ar 7 
blows of our fall ; fin intro- «wins 
duced theſe degrees and diftan- Zig Cn 
* ces ; it deviſed the names of 9mm 
rich and poor; it begot theſe Gre. Naz. 
ingroſſings and encloſures of © © 
things ;. it forged thoſe two 
ſmall peſtilent words, meum and 
tum, which have engendred 
ſo much ſtrife among men, and 
created ſo much miſchief in the 
world : theſe preternatural di- 
ſtin@ions were (1 ſay) brood- 
ed by our fault,and are in great 
part foftered and maintained 
thereby ; for were we generally 
ſo good, ſo juſt, ſo charitable 


as 


as we ſhould be , they could 
hardly ſubſift, eſpecially in that 
4 meaſure they do. Gad indeed 
 _' (for promoting ſome good 
F ends , and for prevention of 
ſome- miſchiefs, apt to ſpring 
from our ill nature in this our 
lapſed ſtate ; particularly to 
prevent the ſtrife and diſorder 
which ſcrambling would cauſe 
among men , preluming on 
equal right,and parity of force) 
doth ſuffer them in ſome man- 
of 6919: ner to continue, and enjoins 
vic brimivrae US A contented ſubmiſſkon to 
on »» them, but we miſtake, if we 
= os. think thatnatural equality and 


nov Tegxe- ; . , 
er r1in community are in effect quite 
our 3 3 - taken away ; or that all the 
gaymes Fogwt world is ſo cantonized among 


465 % ſome few, that the reſt have no 
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withiextream want 3 but hath \ 


ſhare therein ; No, every man "6 
hath ftill a competent patri- 
mony due to him, and a ſuf- 
ficient proviſion made for his = 
tolerable ſubſiſtence, God hath -'Y 
brought no man hither to be 
neceflarily ſtarved, or pinched 


aſhgned to every one a Childs 
portion, in ſome fair way to be Inaan 
obtained by him , either by le- juan, qui 
gal right, or by humble requeſt, im, 
which according to Conſcience Firm wh 
ought-ro have cflie&t. No man : 
therefore is allowed to detain, 
or to deſtroy ſuperfiuouſly 
what another man apparently 
wants, but is obliged to impart 
it to' him : ſo that rich men 
are indeed but the Treaſurers, 
the Stewards, the Caterers of Ma. 14 45; 
7 WE God 


[124] 

God for the reſt of men, having 
a ſtri&t charge to diſpenſe unts 
every one his meat in due ſeaſon, 
and no juſt priviledge to with- 
hold it from any : the honour 
of diſtribution is conferred on 
them, as a reward of their fide- 
liry and care; the right of en+ 
 joyment is reſerved to the poor, 
as a proviſion for their neceſſi- 
ty. Thus hath God wilely pro- 
jeed , that all his Children 
ſhould both cftecually: and 
quietly be provided for ," and 
that none of them ſhould be 
oppreſſed with penury, ſo that 
Cas St. Pau! hath it) One mans 
abundance ſhould ſupply anotber 
mans want , that there may be an 
equality: for fince no man can. 
enjoy more than he needs, and 

every 


[nx] b 
every man ſhould have ſo 

much as he needs, there can be 

really: no great inequality a- 

mong men; the diſtinction will 
ſcarce:remain other where than 

in fancy. What che Philoſo- 

pher faid of himſelf , What I Feomea fic 
have, is ſo mine , that it is every omoium fine. 
| mans, is according to the pra- Sen, a nant. 
Riſe of each man, who is truly deer 
and in due meaſure charitable , 7199 - 
whereby that ſcemingly enor- *-«#e» 
 mous : diſcrimination among nn Bt 
men is well moderated , and 
the equity of Divine Providence 

is vindicated : But he chat ra- 
venouſly graſps far more than 
he can well uſe, and gripes ir 
faſt in his clutches , ſo that the 
needy in their diſtreſs cannot 
come by it , doth pervert chat 


equity 


[ 126] 


equity which God hath eftabli- 


ſhed in things, defeats his good 
intention, (ſo far as hecan)and 
_ brings a ſcandal on his Provi- 
dence ; and ſodoing is highly 
both injurious and impious. 

3. It was allo (which we 
ſhould conſider ) even one 
main end of this difference as 
mong us, permitted and order- 
ed by Gods Providence , that 
as ſome mens induſtry and pa- 


tience might be exerciſed by 


their poverty, ſo other men 

their wealth ſhould have abili- 
ty of praiſing juſtice and cha- 
rity , that ſo both rich and poor 
might thence become capable 
of recompences, ſuicableco the 


worth of ſuch vertuous perfor- 


" mances. Why art thou rich, 
wi; Clairh 
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(ſaith Se. Baſil) and be poor ? ard vl 
. Surely for tha, That thou mayſt 3 in). 3, 


£0 
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attain the reward of benignity , ,c,cmmme 6 
and faithful —_ ; J. - hk inane A 
be may be bonoured with the great rely = 
prize of patience. God in ma- iu 29M = 
king thee rich, would have thee 71,9 bac. 
to be a double Benefactor, not 
only to thy poor Neighbour, 
buralſotothy ſelf, whilſt thou 
beſtoweſt relief on him, pur- 
chafing a reward to thy ſelf. 
God allo by this order of things 
deſigns , that a charitable en- 
tercourle ſhould be maintained 
among men, mutually plealanc 
and beneficial; the rich kindly 
obliging the poor , and the 
poor gratefully ſerving the rich. 
Wherefore by neglecting theſe 
dutics., we unadviſedly croſs 


the 


[ 128 ] 
the good purpoſe of God to- 
ward us , depriving our ſelves 
. of the chief advantages our 
wealth may afford. Þ 

4. Weſhould alſo do well 
to conſider, that a poor man, 
even as ſuch, is not to be diſ- 
regarded , and that poverty it 
ſelf is no ſuch contemptible 
thing as we may be prone to 
imagine : there are Conſide- _ 
rations, which may qualifie 
Poverty even to diſpute the place 
with Wealth , and to claim 
precedenceto it: If the world 
yulgarly doth account, and call 
the rich man happy, a better 
Author hath pronounced the 
poor man ſuch: Bleſſed are the 
poor, doth march in the van of 
the Beatitudes, anda rcaſon go- 
et 


V F 
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eth along therewith , which 


for theirs i the Kingdom of Hea- 
yen; for that they arc not only 
' in an equal capacity as men, 
but in a nearer diſpoſition as 
poor to the acquiſition of that 
bliGful Race ; for that poverty 
( the Miftriſs of Sobriety and 
honeſt Induſtry, the Mother of 
Humility and Patience, ' the 
Nurſe of all Vertue ) renders 
men more willing co. go, and 
more expedite in the way to- 
ward Heaven: by it allo we 
conform unto the Son of God 
- himſelf, the Heir of Ecernal 
Majeſty, the Saviour of the 
World, who for our fake became » Cor8.s. 

poor , (& nuts lay do , for OUFE 

lake became a beggar) that we 

| K through 
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through hu poverty (or beggery) 
mizht become rich : he willingly 
choſe , he eſpecially dignified 
and ſanRified. thar depth of 
| poverty , which we ſo-proudly 
{light and loath. . The greateft 
Princes and Potentates inthe 
World, -the moſt wealthy and 
haughty of us all, but for one 
poor Bcggar bad been: irrecove- 
rably milerable : to Poverty it 
is, that every one of.us doth 
owe all the poſlibility there is; 
all the hopes we can have of 
our Salvation ; and fhall-we 
then ingratefully requite it with 
ſcorn, or with picileſs negle&? 
{ball we preſume in the perſon 
of any poor man, to abhor or 
contemn the very poor , but 
moſt holy -and moft happy 

554 Jesus, 


_ Cong - 4 

Fs$sus, our Lord and Re- # 

deerner? No, if we will do 

Poverty right, we mult rather 

for his dear ſake and memory 

defer an eſpccial reſpe& and ve- 

neration thereto, | 

5. Thus a due reflection on Nemo cftin 
; ;  genere hama- 

the poor man himſelf, his na- no,cuinen di 
tal. leRio, erfi non 

ture and ſtate , will induce us pro murua chae 

ro ſuccour ; but let us alſo con» {arts Pio ibn 
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ſider him as related unto our 5 oawzlo- 
ſelves : Every fuch perſon is vu. 4ug Zip. 
our near Kinſman, is our Bro- '** 
ther, is by indifloluble bands of 
cognation in blood, and agree- 
ment in Nature knit and uni* 
ted to us. We are all but ſeve- 
ral ſtreams iſſuing from one 
ſource , ſeveral twigs ſprouting 
from one ſtock ; One blood, des 56.17.26- 
rived through ſeveral channels, 

K 2 one 


- - 6. / . 
> pe 
& ” 4 a ' 
- = 
"5 I 2 


EE ©C.xGer mas 1 
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- Srv 5 #8 efficacy of the Divine Benedi- 
 Aoy, Arilt, > © yo * . 

| fion, mulciplied or dilated un- 

to ſeveral times and places. We 

are all faſhioned according to 

the ſame original Idea, reſem- 

| . bling Godourcommon Father; 

Ey ewvleios ve are all endewed with the 


or Weg I I » 
mmer fame faculties, inclinations and 


Ht} wood aftc&ions , we all conſpire in 
vrigN' = thelameeſlential ingredients of 
our conſtitution , and in the 
more notable adjun&ts thereof, 
ic is only ſome inconſiderable 
accidents, (ſuch as age, place, 
figure, ſtature, colour, garb ) 
which diverſthe and diſtinguiſh 
us; in which , according to 
ſucceſſions of time and chance, 


from ourſelves, than we do at 


pIc- 


we commonly no leſs differ 
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preſent from them : ſo that in 
effe&, and reaſonable eſteem, 


every man 1s not only our Bro. 


ther, but (as Ariſtotle ſaith of a 
Friend) 4»& aun, another ones 
ſelf . is not only our moſt live- 
ly image, but in a manner cur 
very ſubſtance ; another our 
ſelf under a ſmall variation of 
preſent circumſtances: the moſt 
of diſtin&tion between us and 
our poor Neighbour , conſiſts 
in exreriour ſhew, in moveable 
attire, in caſual appendages to 
the nature of man, ſothat re- 
ally when we uſe him well , we 


Nih'l et unum 
uni tam fimile, 
tam par, q"4.n 
omne1 inrer 
noſmeripſos 


{ mos. Cic de 
Lee. 1, 


are kind to our ſelves, when 


we yield him courteous regard, 
we bear reſpe& to our own na- 
ture; when we feed and com- 
fart him, we do ſuſtain and 
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cheriſh a member of our own 


body : but when we are cruel 
or harſh to him, we abuſe our 
ſelves ; when weſcorn him,we 


| lay diſparagement and diſgrace 


on mankind it felt, when we 


withhold ſuccour or ſuſtenance . 


from him, we do (as the Pro- 
phet ſpeaketh ) hide our ſelves 
from our own fleſh . we ſtarve a 
part of our own body, and wi- 
ther a branch of our ſtock : 
immoderate ſelfiſhnels fo 
blindeth us, that we overſce 
and forget our ſelves : it is in 
this, it is in other good ſenſes 
true what the Wiſe-man ſaith, 
The merciful man doth good to his 
own foul ; bat be that is cruel, 
troubleth bis own fleſh. 

6. Farther, as the poor man 
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is ſo nearly allied to us by ſoci- 
ety of common nature, (o is he 
more ftrily joined to* us by 
the bands of ſpiritual Conſan- 
guinity. All Chriſtians (high 
and low, rich and poor) are 
children of the ſame heavenly 
Father , ſpring from the ſame 
incorruptible ſced , are rege- 
nerated to the ſame lively hope, 
are Co-heirs of the ſame hea- 
venly inheritance; are all mem- 
bers of one body, (members, 
ſaith St. Paul , one of another » 
and animated by one holy Spi- 
rit; which relation, as it is the 
moſt noble, and the moſt cloſe 
that can be, ſo it ſhould breed 
the greateſt endearments, and 
ſhould expreſs ir ſelf in corre- 
ſpondent effe&ts, itſhould ren- 
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 pathy one toward another ; jt 
ſhould* make us to tender the 
needs, and feel the ſufferings of 
any Chriftian as our own , it 
245 33 585 ſhould diſpoſe us freely to com- 
102,02. municate whatever we have, 
| 15",952 how pretious ſoever, to any of 
| Eucip.androw. OUr brethren : this holy friend- 
ſhip ſhould eſtabliſh a charita- 
ble equality and community a- 
 mong us, both in point of ho- 
nour and of eſtate : for ſince 
all chings conſiderable are 
common unto us, ſince we are 
all purchaſed and purified by 
the ſame precious blood , ſince 
we all partake of the ſame pre- 

_ Cious fith, of the ſame high 
calling, of the ſame honourable 
priviledges ,of the ſame glorious 
nd 


der us full of affeftion and ſyms» | 


_ 
tas. _—_— a « cam 


promiſes and hopes ; ſince we 


all bave the ſame Lord and Sa- 


viour ; why ſhould theſe ſecu- 
lar trifles be fo private and par- 
ticular among us ? Why ſhould 
not ſo huge a parity in thoſe 
only valuable things. not whol- 
ly (I fay not in worldly ſtate, 
or outward appearance, ſuch 
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as the preſervation of order in ' 


| ſecular affairs requireth, but) in 


our opinion and affe&ion ex- 
tinguiſh char ſlight diſtin&tion 


Caloſl.z.17, 


of rich and poor , in concern- 


ments temporal 2 How can 


we ſlight ſo noble, ſo great a 


Perſonage as a Chriſtian , for 
wanting a little droſs? How 


can we deem our ſelves much 


his ſuperiour, upon ſo petty an x:6.z.1:; 


Mar.,25.40. 


” advantage , for having that, j,,754e 


Whic 


Mart.20.26. 


Rom.12z.10. 
Phil.2, 3. 
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which is not worth ſpeaking or 
thinking of, in compariſon to 
what he enjoycth ? Our Lord 
himſelf is not aſhamed to call 
the leaſt among us his Brother, 
and his Friend ; and ſhall we 


. thendiſdain to yield to ſuch an 
one the regard, and treatment 
ſuicable to ſuch a Quality ? Shall 


we not honour any Brother of 


our Lord? ſhall we not beci- 
vil and kind to any Friend of 
his? If we donor, how can 
we pretend to bear any true re- 
ſped or affettion unto himſelf 2 
Ic is his expres preceprt, that the 
greatelt among us ſhould , in 
Imitation of his moſt humble 
and charitable Self, be ready to 
ſerve the meaneſt, and, that we 
ſhould in bonour prefer ane ano- 

ther, 


[139] 

ther ,, and in lowlineſs of mind 
eſteem others better than onr ſelves, 
are Apoſtolical Rules, extcnd- 
ing indifferently to rich and 
poor, which are plainly viola- 
ted by diſregarding the poor. 
Yea, this relation ſhould, ac- 
cording to St. Johns Doctrine, 
diſpole us not only freely to 
impart theſe temporal goods, 
but even, if occafion be, wil- 
lingly to expaſe our very lives 
for our brethren : Hereby, ſaith 
he , we perceive the lope of God, 
becauſe be laid down bis life for 
4s , and We ought to lay down onr 
lives for our brethren, How 
reatly then are they deficient 
| their duty , bow little in 
truth are they Chriſtians, who 
are unwilling to part with the 
: very 


| Joh.3.16, 


= : - Joo. 
8 very ſuperfluities and” excre- 
ments of their fortune for the 
relief of a poor Chriſtian? Thus 
conſidering our Brother may 
breed in us charitable diſpoſi- 
tions toward him , and induce 
us to the praQiſe of theſe du- 
ties, 


TV. Headof Moreover, if we refle& upon 
Diſcourſe. qur ſelves, and conſider either 
our nature, -or our ſtate here, 
we cannot but obſerve many 
ſtrong engagements tothe ſame 

praftiſe. | 
1. The very conſticution , 
frame and temper of our na- 
ture , direeth and inclineth 
us thereto ; whence by obſer- 
ving thoſc duties, we obſerve | 
our own nature, we improveit, 
we 


Baan __ 
we advance it to the beſt per- M 
feRion it is capable of ; by neg- 
lecting them, we thwart, we 
impair, we debale the ſame— | 
bac noftri pars. optima ſensigs , Juren. Sac, 197" 
The beſt of our natural incli- 
nations ( thoſe ſacred reliques 
of Gods image originally ftam- 
ped on our minds) do ſenſibly 
prompt, and vehemently urge ——Mamss ' | 


: ur nos Aﬀecttus 
us to mercy and pity : the Ve- pecere auxili- 


lame bowels, which in our Rl OE 
own want do by a lively ſenſe 7****6. 
of pain inform us thereof, and 
inftigate us to provide for its 
relic, do alſo grievouſly reſeac 
the diftrefles of another, admo-. 
niſhing us thereby, and provo- 
king us to yield him fuccour. 
Such is the natural ſympathy 
between mev, ( diſcernable in 


all 


Co 


Iz _— — — Ts > 


[142] 
all , but appearing moſt vigo- 
rous in the beſt natures) that 
we carinot (ce, cannot hear of, 
yea can hardly imagine the ca- 
lamities of other men, without 
being ſomewhat diſturbed, and 
afflicted our ſelves. As alſo 
nature to the a&ts requiſite to- | 
ward preſervation of our life 
hath annexed a ſenfible plea- 
ſure, forcibly enticing us to the 
performance of them : ſo hath 
ſhe made the communication 
of benefits to others, to be ac- 
companied with a very delici- 
ous reliſh upon the mind of 
him that practiſes ir; nothing 
indeed carrying with it a more 
pure and ſavoury delight than 
beneficence. . A man may be 
vertuouſly. voluptuous, and a 
Jau- 


[143 ] | A 
laudable Epicure by . doing - © 
much good , for to receive 'Bzu w : 
good, even in the judgment of > _ 4 
Epicurus himſelf,  ( the great 77 7 * 


. £ MYPS> or 
Patron of Pleaſure) is no wiſe 7 9d. Pl.” 


® de Philoſ. comm 
lo plealant as todoit: God and wn regs 


Nature therefore within us do 
ſollicice the poor mans cale ; 
even our own eaſe and ſatisfa- 
ion demand from us compa(l- 
fion and kindneſs coward him; 
by exerciſing them, we hearken 
ro Natures wiſe Diſciplines, 
and comply with her kindly 
Inſtin&s ; we cheriſh good hu- 
mour', and {weeten our com- 
plexion; ſo ennobling our 
minds , we become not only 
more like to God , but more 
perfe&ly men 3 by the contrary 
praQtiſe we rebel againſt the 

Laws, 


[144] 
Laws , and pervert the- due 
courſe of our Nature, we do 
weaken, corrupt and ftifle that 
which is beſt inus; we harden 
and ſtupifie our ſouls, ſo mon- 
ſrouſly degenerating from the 
perfe&tion of our kind, and 
becoming . rather like ſavage 
beaſts, than ſociable men, yea, 
ſomewhat worſe perhaps than 
many beaſts; for commonly 
bruits will combine to the ſuc- 
cour of one another; they will 
defend and help thoſe of the 
lame kind. | 
2. And if the ſenſttive part 
within usdoth ſuggeſt lo much, 
the rational ditates more unto 
us ; that hcavenly faculty, ha- 
ving capacities ſo wide, and ſo 
mighty energies; was ſurely noc 
TY created 


[145], 


created, to ſerve means or nar- 
row defigns; it was not given 
us .to ſcrape ecernally in earth, 
. or to amals heaps, of clay for 
private enjoyment; for the ſer- 
vice of @ne puny creature, for 
the ſuſtenance or ſatisfaction of 
a ſingle Ccarcale : tis much be- 
low. an intelligent. perſon to 
weary himſclf with ſervile toils, 
' todiſtradt his mind with j ig0n0- 
ble cares .for concernments ſo 
low and ſcanty ; but to regard 
and purſue the common good | 
of men, todiſpenſe adviſe and 
aid, where needs requires ; to 
diffuſe its vertve all about in 
beneficial effe&ts; theſe are O- 
perations worthy of, Reaſon, 
theſe are Imployments con- 
gruous:to the native cxclency 
L © 


[146] 
of that Divine Potrer implant- 
ed in us ; ſuch performances 
declare indeed what a man is, 
whence he ſprang, and whither 
he tends. 
3- Farther, examining our 
ſelves, we may alſo obſerve, 
that we are in reality, what our 
poor Neighbour appears to be, 
in many reſpe&s no Tels indi- 
gent and impotent than he's we 
no leſs, yea far more, for our 
ſubſiſtance depend uponthe ar- 
bitrary bounty of another, than 
he ſeemeth to relie upon ours. 
We as dele@ible creatures do 
continually want ſupport; we 
as grievous ſinners do always 
need mercy ; every moment we 
are contraRting huge debts, far 
beyond our ability to _ , 
cots 
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[147] 
debts of graticude for benefits 
received, debts of guilt for of- 
fences committed ; we there- 
fore PApmony Rand obiiggg 
to be craving for mercy and re- 
Jief at the Gates of Heaven, Fe 

all, from Prince to Peaſanx, live 
mecrly ppon alms,and are moſt 
really in condition Beggars: to 
to pray always, is 2 duty incum- 


bent-on us from the condition 


of our nature, as well as BY 


the command of God. Suc 
a likeneſs in ſtate ſhould there- 


fore diſpoſe us to ſyccour out 


fellows, and fwueiZey $19 Gage inks 28% Greg. Naz; 


Corme, tolend mercy to God , who 
need mercy from him, as the 'good 


Father ſpeaketh. We ſhould 


(as the Apolitle adviſes and ar- 


| ues) Renenhe Hm that are Heb.r3.y ” 


in 


[ 148] 
in bonds, as bound with them ; and 
them which ſuffer adverſity, 4s 
being our ſelves alſo in the body ; 
as being companions in necel- 
ficy , or ſubje& to the like dis 
diſtreſs. If we daily receive 
mercy and relief, yet unmind- 
ful of our obligation to God, 
refuſe themtoothers, ſhall we 
Not deſerve to hear that dread- 
Ma:.15.; 2433. ful exprobration, 0 thou Wicked 
| ſervant, I forgave thee all that 
debt becauſe thou defiredſt me ; 

ſhouldeſt not thou alfſo have had 
Compaſſion on thy fellow-ſervant, 

even as 1 had pity on thee ? 

Cue Tir. 4. The great incertainty , 
©: To and inſtability of our \condi- 
Go ==; tion, doth alſo require our con- 
Grail. fideration * We'that now flou- 
Tc.cio. riſhina fair and full cſtate,may 

| | >. ſoon 


[149] 


ſoon be in the caſe of that-poor 
creature, who now ſues for our 
relief ; we thatto this day enjoy 
the wealth of Job , may the 
 morrow need his paticnce; 
there are Sabeans, which may 
come and drive away ourCat- 
tel ; thereare — which 
may ariſe, and ſmite down our 
| houſes, there is a fire of God, 
which may fall from Heaven, 
and conſume our ſubſtance ; a 
meſſenger of all theſe milchiets 
may, for all we know , be pre- 
ſently at ourdoors; it happens 
ed fo to a better man than we, 
as unexpectedly and with ag 
ſmall ground to fear it, as it 
canarrive ta us: all our wealth 
is ſurrounded with dangers, 
. and expoſed to caſualties innu- 
 L ; merable; 


au h6d 
- 


| P:ov, 33. ſ 


Ecdeſ.5.31- Are bur wind, What profit (ſays 


[198] 
merable; Violence nidy ſnarch | 
it from us, Treathery may cheat 
us of it ; Miſchance rtray ſeize 
thereot, a ſecret Moth may de- 
your it ; the wiſdom of Provi- 


_ "dence for ourtrial, or its —_ 


for our puniſhment, Ang herd 
reave'us thereof ; its own lipht 
and fluid nature (if rroother 
accomprable cauſes were 2 
rent ) tnight eaſily ſerve to waſt 
it from us ; for , Riches (ſatth 
= Wiſe-man) make: themfelves 
ng7, ( they it ſeetms do need. 
bs help for that ) anitl fly away 
like as an Eagle toward Heaven, 
that is, - of their own accord 
they do ſwiftly convey them- 
ſelves away, our of our fſighr, 
and beyond our reach : they 


the 


- the Preacher ) hath he that 1a- 
' boureth for the wind? for wind, 
that is,, for a thing which can 
\ nowWilc be fixed or ſerled in one 
corner; which therefore 'tis a 
vanity to conceive , that we can 
ſurely appropriate , or long re- 
tain, How then can wethink 
to ſtand firm upon a place ſo 
ſlippery 2 How can we build 
any confidence on a bottom ſa 
looſe and brittle? How can 
we ſuffer our minds to be 
ſwell'd-up, like bubbles , with 
vain conceit, by the breath of 
{uch things, more fleeting and 
vertiginous than any Air 2. a- 
_  gainlt the precepts of the wiſelt 
oo and beſt men . If riches increaſe, Pſ.1.62.10, 
faith che. Plalmiſt, ſee not your 
heart on. them : Wilt thoy ſer Prv23:5. | 
: L 4 thine 
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_— 
thine eyes upon that which is not ? 
ſaith the Wiſe-man : (thar is; 
wile thou regard that which is 
ſo tranſitory and evanid, that ir 
hardly 'may be deetned' teal; 
which we can ſcarce look on; 
betore it ivgone 2) and, Cherge 
them (faith St.iPanl) that are rich 
in this world; that they be nit high 
minded ,/ nor" truſt in uncertain 
riches: ( Ut. wire dnbrs in the 
obſcurity, or inevidence of -ri- 
ches;' things which we-can ne- 
ver plaid diſcern how loag 
we ſhall keep them; how-miuch 
we can enjoy them'') what 
ſhould make us unwilling with 
certain advantage to. our lelves, 
freely.co letthat go, which pre- 
ſently* withour our leave may 
foriake us? How can we rea- 
A 6 ſon- 


ſonably-judge- our 'caſe much 
different from that of the poor- 
eſt body, whenas in a trice we 
may fierhaps change places and 
per{oh$':' when the fcene curn- 
ing; he may be advanced unto 
our wealth, we'may be deprefs 
ſed into his want ? ſince every 
Ape'yieldeth inſtances of ſome 
Craſus | ſome Pultrates , ſome 
Pompey, fome Fob, ſome Nebu- 
— , who within a ſmall 
cortipaſs of time doth appe: 

ro 21] mien the obje& both of 
admiration and pity, .is to the 
leſs wiſe the mark both of erivy 
and ſcorn'; ſeeing every day 
preſentech unexpected viciſh- 
tudes; the Sea of Humane AF- 
'faif$-continually ebbing and 
flowing , now rolling on-this, 


c 154] 
now on Fn ſhore its reſt- 
leſs waves of profi and cre- 
ENS TIT 
who arbitrarily di 
things, and witha turn of his 
han Jrngeb the ſkate of men, 
| who, as the Scripture ſaith, Mg- 
| 3 Sam-1-7 Keth rich aud poor , bringeth lo» 
| Filn07.41. and hifteth up 3 poxreth rang 
| 37. aupon Princes ; raiſeth the 
out of the duſt , and lifteth the 
beggar from the dunghil , to ſet 
them among Princes, and to walks 
ſeeing , Ifay, ap ppacently fuck 
is the condition of things here, 
that we may ſoon need his bY - 
and help, who now requeſter 
ours , why ſhould we not be 
very ready to affard thera tp 
| on? Zaky ſhould we nor gladly 
cm- 
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_ [155] 

ef our opportunity ,- and 
uſe onr turf wal, _ 
aforchavd with others and 


preventing their reciprocal con- 
tertipt or negle& of us hercaf- 


ter?” (aft thy bread pon the Þ4- xcaeſ1.1, 


ters, for thou ſhalt fd it after 
mumy days; give a portion to ſe- 
ven, and alſo mito eight, for thou 
knowsft not What evil ſhall be upon 
the earth: that is, conſidering 
che i1nco & uncert 

of affairs here, and what adver- 
fry tvay befal thee, be liberal 
wpon' all occafions | , and thou 
ſhalt (even agood _ aker} 
—rndapinks. thy liberality up- 
on'thee : ſo the Wiſe-man ad- 
viſes, and ſo Wiſdom certainly 


JdjQares that we'ſhould do ; 


5- And equity doth exact 
ng 


[#156] 

noleſs: for were any of us in 

the needy mans plight, (as ea- 

| fily we may be reduced thereto) 

we ſhould believe our caſe de- 

ſerved commiſeration ; we 
ſhould importunately demand | 

relief, we ſhould be grievouſly 

diſpleaſed at a repulle ; ' we 

ſhould apprehend our ſelves 

very hardly dealt with, and ſad- 

ly we ſhould complain of in» 

humanity and cruelty , if ſuc- 

cour were refuſed to us, In 

all equity therefore we ſhould 

be apt to miniſter the ſame ta 

Benefic'vm qui Others; for nothing can be more 

"7 9". Unreaſonable or unjuſt, than to 

"=er. Aim. require or expect that from 4- 

nother, which in a like caſe 

we are unwilling to render un- 
fo him; it isa plain deviation 
= from 


 (19p] 


from that Fundamental Rule, 


whichvis the Bale of all Juſtice, 
and virtually the ſum ( as our 
Saviour telleth us) . of, what- 


ever.is preſcribed us : All things Ma.7.12. 
| Phatfoever ye Would that men 


ſhould:do. to you, do ye even ſo to 
them ;' for this is the Law and 
the Prophets. - I add, that up- 
on theſe Confideratiens,by un- 
merciful dealing , we put our 
ſelves into a very bad and tick. | 
liſh condition ; . wholly depen- 
ding upon the conſtancy of 
that which is moſt inconſtant; 


' ſo. that if our fortune do fail, 


' we can neither reaſonably hope 


for, nor juſtly pretend ro. any 
relief or comfort from others. 
.:6, We ſhould alſo remem- 


ber concerning our ſelyes, chat 
we 


[188] 
we are moral/and frail. Were 
we immoral, orcould we pra- 
bably retain our Poſicffions for 
ever in ourhands ; could 
we foreſce ſome # hy 
of time, conſiderably gr in 
which we might afluredly en- 
Joy our ſtores., it: might ſeem 
ſomewhat excuſable eo (crape 
hard, andto hold faſt, todo 
ſo might look like aclonal Pro- 
F:0r.:7.:4- Vvidence : bur fince Riches gre 
net for ever, nor doth the rown 
—_ to al craiey” (as = 
Wiſe-man ſpeaketh) ſincet 
mult infallibly beſoon lefr, and 


them for any time ; tis very 
A— e why we ſhould 
Slip Th , and hug 
Jan.1.10,11, C {o fondly, a" 
th 
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, [139] 

St. James, as the flower 
ruſs ſhell paſs wool it 7 
is Ei doom to fade away 
ſuddetily ; it is obvious why in 
many reſpects he is ſomewhat 
e than others obnoxious to 
the fatal troke, and upon {pe- 
cial accomprs of juſtice he may 
be farther more expoſed there» 
to ; conſidering the caſe of the 


rich fool in the Goſpel, we may Lu.rz.., 


eaſily diſcern them ; we ſhould 
reckon, that itmay happea to 
us, as it did thereto him; that 
afrer we have reared great 
Barns, and ſtored up much goods 


for many years, our ſoul this very 


joht may be required of ms ; 
hem, if ir be uncertain 
when , it is moſt certain, that 
aker' a very ſhort time-our 
L | thred 


Ifai.14 12. 


[160] 
thred will: be If un out; then 
ſhall we be rifled , and qu ite 
ftripr of all ; becoming | Back 
naked., as ws eng we came int 
the world : we ſhall not-carry 
with us one grain of gur-gli- 


tering Metals , or one rag, of 


our == Stuff ; our ſtarcly 
Houſes, our fine Gardens, and 
our ſpatious Walks, muſt all be 


_ exchanged for a cloſe Hole un- 
der,ground 3, we mult for eyes ' 


bid tarewel to our Pomps, and 
Magnificenges,,'to our Feaſts 
and [ollicies, to our Sports, and 
Paſtimes ,; not one of all. our 
numcrous and ſplendid reti- 
nue ; no Companion, of our 
Pleaſure, no Admirer , of - our 
Fortune, ,no. Flatterer of ,our 
Viges can walt,upon us ; delo- 


late | 


— 
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late and unattended we muſt 
down into the Chambers of 
Darkaeſs ; then ſhall we find, 
that to dic rich (as men are 
wont improperly to ſpeak) is 
really te die moſt poor ; that 
to have carefully kept our Mo- 
, isto have loſt ic utterly ; 


' that by leaving much , we do 


indeed leave worſe than no- 
thing : To have beenwealthy, 


if we have been illiberal and 


unmerciful, will be no adyan-- 
rage or ſatisfaRion to us.afcer 
we are gone hence; yea, it will 
be the caiile of huge damage, 
and birter regret unto us: All 
our Treaſures will not procure 
vs any favour, or purchaſe ane 
Advocate for us in that impar- 
tial World; yea, it ſhall be they 

M which 


Luk. 16. 25. 
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1.3. 21, 
Marih. 25.30. 
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which will there proſecute us 
with clamorous accuſations, 


will bear ſore teſtimony againſt 


us, (The ruft of them , ſaith 
St. Fames , ſhall be a witneſs a- 
gainſt us, ſignifying our unjuſt 
or uncharitable detention of 
them) will obtain a moſt hea- 
vy ſentence upon us; they will 
render our audit more difhcult, 
and enflame our reckoning ; 
they will aggravate theguilt of 
our fins with imputations of 
unfaithfulneſs and ingratitude , 
{o with their load they will preſs 
us deeper into perdition ; to 
omit, that having ſo ill mana- 
ced them , we (hall leave them 


| behind usas marks of obloquy, 


and monuments of infamy up- 
on our memories ;z for ordina- 


rily 
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rily of ſuch a rich perſon-it is 


true, that Fob ſays of him, Men Job 27: 19,1367 


ſhall clap their hands at him, and 
fall biſs bim out of his place , 


like one, who departs from off 


this ſtage, after having very ill 
acted his part. Is it not there- 
fore infinicely better co prevenc 
this being neceſlarily and un- 
profitably deprived of our 
goods, by ſeaſonably diſpoſing 
them fo, as may conduce to our 
benefic, and our comfort, and 


 ourhonour, being very indif- 


ferent and unconcerned in our 
affection toward them; modeſt 
and humble in eur conceits a» 
bout them ; moderate and ſo- 
ber in our enjoyments of chem; 
contented upon any reaſonable 
occaſion to loole or leave them, 

M 2 and 
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and eſpecially moſt ready tp 
diſpente them in that beſt way; 
which God hath preſcribed, ac- 
cording to the exigencies 0 
Humanity and Charity 2 By 
thus ordering our. Riches, we 
ſhall render them bencfats and 
bleſſings ro us ; we ſhall by 
them procure lure friendſhip 
and favour, great worſhip and 
relpe& in the other world; ha- 
 ving ſolived (intheexerciſe of 

bounty and mercy ) we ſhall 
cruly die rich, and in effect car- 
\ ry all our goods along with us, 
or rather we have thereby ſent - - 
themi before us, having, like 
wiſe Merchants , tranſmitted 
anddrawn them by a molt fafe 
conveyance into our ..Country 
and Home , where infallibly 

7h Wes we 
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we (hall find them, - and wich 
everlaſting contentenjoy them, 
So conſidering out ſelves, and 


and our ſtate will diſpoſe us to 
the praQiſe of theſe duties. 


| Furthermore, if we conteme y 14... .; 
plate. our Wealth it ſelf , we D:foule. 


may therein deſcty great mo- 


tives to bounty. 


1. Thus to employ our Ri- 
ches, is really the beſt uſe they 
are capable of ; not only the 
moſt innocent, moſt worthy, 
moſt plauſible, but the molt 
ſafe, moſt pleaſant, moſt ad- 
vantagious, and-conſequently 
in all reſpe&ts moſt prudent 
way of diſpoſing them. To 
keep them cloſe without uſing 
or enjoying them atall,is a moſt 

M 3 ſortiſh 
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4 ſottiſh extravagance,or aſtrange 
Ewgn&- kind of madneſs, a man thence 
bo her Ti Rn . 0 » 

mu me:z;- affeting to be rich, quite impo- 


Fee, cz yeriſheth himſelf, diſpoſſeſierh 


EF © daorerss Y | S 
| Tee. Ball. M. Himſelf of all, & alienateth from 


” Tam cecſt ava- 


ro quod haber, himſelf his Eſtate : his Gold is 
q| am quod _— W248 
ron babe. NO MOTEC his, than when it was 
inthe Indies , orlay hid-in the 
Mines , :his:Corn is no more 
his, than if it ſtoodgrowing in 
Arabia or China; he is no more 
owner of his Lands, than he is 
Mafterof' Feruſalem;' or Grand- 
Cairo 5 for: what: difference is 
there, whether diſtance of place 
or baſeneſs of mind ſever things 
from him 2 whether his own 
heart, or another mans hand 
detain them from his uſe ? 
whether he hath them nor at 
all,or hath them to no purpole ? 
p ___ whe- 


CY 
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; whether one is a beggar out of 
neceſſity, or by choice ? is preſ- 


ſed to want , or a Volunteer 
thereto ? Such an one may 
fancy himſelf rich, and others, 
wiſe as himſelf, may repute him 
ſo ; but ſp diſtracted perſons 
to themſelves and to one ano- 
ther do ſeem great Princes, and 
ſtile themſelves ſuch ; with as 
much-reaſon almoſt he might | 
pretend to be wiſe, or tobe 
good. Riches are xn, things 
whoſe nature conſiſts in uſeful- 
nels; abſtra that,they become 
nothing, things of no conſide- 
ration Or value; he that hath 
them, is no more concerned-in 
them, than he that hath them 
not : it is the heart and-skill 
to ule affluence of chings wiſe- 
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ly and nobly , which makes it 
pcluer inp Wealth , and conſtitutes him 
-” WV SF rich that hath it, otherwiſe 
I ' the Cheſts may be cramm'd, . | 
; and the Barns ſtuffed full while 
the man is miſcrably poor and 
beggarly; 'tis in this fon ſe true, 
which the Wile-man ſays, There 
Prov.13-7- 4s that maketh himſelf rich,yet hath 
nothing. Burt the very having 
Riches (will ſuch a man ſay) 
is matrer of Reputation, men 
do eſteem and honour him that 
hath them , true, if he knows 
how, and hath the mind to uſe 
them well, otherwiſe all the 
credit they yield conſiſts in ma- 
- king their Maſter ridiculous 
to wiſe men, and infanious a» 
moeng all men : but, putting 


eaſe that any ſhould be ſo fool- 
iſh 


JP |} 
iſh as to reſpe& us meerly for 
ſeeming rich , way ſhould we 
accommodate our practiſe ro 


their vain opinion, . orbe baſe 


our ſelves becauſe others are 
not wiſe ? But however, (may 
he ſay again ) it is a pleaſant 
thing to fee them, a heap. of 
Gold is the moſt lovely ſpe&ta- 
cle that one can* behold ; it 
does a mans heart good to view 
an abundance of -good things 
about him , for this plea in- 
deed he hath a good Anthor ; 
this it ſhould ſeem was all the 
benefit the Wiſe-man obſerved 
in them, accruing to fuch per- : 
ſons . What good , ſaith he, #5 Eccle\. 5 Is 
there to the owners thereof , ſa- 
ving the behbolding of them with 
their eyes? But if this be all 
ftp they 


[150] 
' they are good for, it is, one 
would think, a very ſlim bene- 
fit they afford, little able to ba- 
lance the pain and care requi- 
ſite tothe acquiſt and cuſtody 
of them , a benefit indeed nor 
proper to the poſleſlour , for 
any one may look on them as 
well as he,. or on the like; any 
one at pleaſure may enjoy bet- 
ter ſights ; all the Riches and 
Ornaments of Nature, the glo- 
rious ſplendours of Heaven,and 
the ſweet beauties of the Field, 
arecxpoſed to common view; 
the choiceſt Magnificencies and 
Gallantries of the World, do 
ſtudioully preſent themſelves to 
every mans eye ; thelc in part 
every man truly may appropri- 
ate to himſelf ; -and by imagi- 
| ___ nation 
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nation ahy man can as well 
take all that he ſees for his own, 
as :the tenacious Miler doth 
fancy: his dear pelt to be his. 

Bur' mine Heir ( perhaps 
he will farther ſay) will thank 
me,. will praiſe me, will bleſs 
me for my great care and pro- 
vidence: If hedoth, whar is 
that to thee } Nothing of that 
will concern thee, or can reach 
thee; thou ſhalt not hear what 
he ſays, or fcel any good from 
whar he does : And moſt pro- 
bably thou art miſtaken in thy 


opinion concerning him ; as 


thou knoweſt not who he ſhall be, ec. z9. «:/ 


that ſhall gather all thon heapeſs 
Kp,or [hall rule over all thy labour, 


(whither be ſhall be a wiſe man Or xeaet, >. 15; 


8 fool, a kinſntzn or a ſtranger, 
| E 


Prov. fo. 19. 
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a friend or a foe ) ſs thou canſt 
as little pueſs what he will 
think or ſay : If he hath wit, 
he may ſweetly laugh ar thee 
for thy fond wiſdom; if he hath 
none, his cortimendations will 
little adorn thy memory ; he 
will to thy diſgrace ſpend what 
thou leaveſt, as vainly, as thou 
didſt get or keep it. But (this 
to be ſure he will in the end ſay 
for himſelf ) Money js a good 
reſerve againſt neceſlary otcaſis . 
ons, or bad times, that may 
come; againſt the time of old 
ape, of ſickneſs, of adverſity , 
*is the ſureſt friend a man can 
have in ſuch caſes, which, when 
all-fails, will be ready to help 
him : The rich mans Wealth is 
his lronz City , he Wiſe-man 

he 


[123] 
he thinks never, ſpake more 
wiſely ; he therefore will nog 
diſmantle chis fortreſs, but will 
keep it well ſtored, letting there- © 
fore his wealth lie dead and 
uſcleſs by him: bur (to ler paſs 
now the prophane infidelicy of 
this plea, excluding all hope in 
God, and (ubſticuting our Pro- 
vidence in the room of his) 
what a folly is it, chas to antis 
cipate evil, and to create to our 
ſelves a preſent adverſicy from 


_ a ſuſpicion of one future , to 


pinch our ſelves now , leſt. we 
{ſhould ſuffer hereafter; to pine 
to day, becauſe we can ima- 
oine it poſſible that we may 
ſtarve to morrow 3 to forego 
certain. occaſions of enjoying 
our goods , for that perchanes 

the 


.. =» 
the like occaſions may happeti 
one day, we know not when; 
not to uſe things now ,, when 
reaſon bids us , becauſe they 
may be uſeful at another time? 
Not conſidering alſo, that many 
intervenient accidents, more 
probably than a moderate and 
handſom uſe of our. Wealth, 
tnay crop the excreſcencies 
thereof. 

2. But ſetting aſide thele ab- 
ſurd excuſes ot penuriouſneſs, 
we may conſider , that ſeclu- 
ding the good ule of them in 
beneficence-, Riches are very 
impertinent, very cumberſom, 
very dangerous, very miſchie- 
vous things ; either luperfluous 
_ toys, ortroubleſome clogs, or 
treacherous ſnares, or rather all 


theſe 


ni 


bis (þp << ow V put we 
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theſe in combination, produs- 
ive of trouble, ſorrow, and 
ſin. A ſmall pictance will,and 
muſt ſuffice to all reaſonable 
purpoles, to ſatisfie our nece(- 
ſities,to procure conveniencies, 
to yield innocent delight and 
eaſe : our nature doth not re- 
quire, nor cannot bear much : 
(Take beed and beware of cove- Luk, 12. 15. 
fouſneſs, ſaith our Lord, 'for a 
mans life conſiſteth not in the a» Tim 6 8. 
_ bundance of the things which be 
\"poſſeſſeth : that is, a man ma 
dn without it ) all - 
reſt, ſetting beneficence apart, 
can only ſerve vanity or vice, 
will make us really fools er 
ſlaves. (They that will be rich, 
( faith the Apoſtle) fall into 
temptation, and a ſnare, and into 
many 


: [ 176 ] | Ls 
4 many fooliſh and hurtful luſts, 
A. Which drown men into deſtruftian 
and perdition,) They puft up 
our minds with vain and falle 
conceits; making us, as if we 
wee in adream or frenzy, to 
take our ſelves for other per- 
lons, more great, more wile, 
more good, more bappy than 
we are: forconltantly, as the 
Prov. 28.11. Wile-man oblerved, The rich 
man is Wiſe in bis own conceit ; 
and Agar thus intimates in his 
{| Prov.3-.3. prayer, Remove far from me va- 
nity and lyes, give me neither pq- 
verty nor riches. They render 
us infeaſible and forgetful of '- 
God, of our lelves, of piety and 
vertue, of all that is good and 
| Fro 39.9. Worthy of us: (Leſt I be fall, 
{aid that good man again,aſhga- 
: ing 
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- ing a realon why he deprecated 


being rich , and deny thee, and 


Joy, Who tu the Lord?) they {ſwab 


low up our choughts , our affe- 


_ tions, our endeayours , our 


time and leiſure ; poſſeſſing 
our hearts with a doting love 
unto them , ( excluding other a. c. :4; 
good affections ) diſtrafting 
our minds with anxious cares 
about them , (choaking other >in. 13, 2. 
good thoughts) encumbring 
all our life with buſineſs abour ; 
them , +( inconſiſtent with due Luk. 16. 412 
2 Tim. 2. 4, 
weighty and neceſlary concern» 
menes) filling our heads with 
ſuſpicions, and fears, piercing « rn. s, io: 
our. hearts with troubles and 
ſorrows ; they immerſe our 
ſouls-in all the follics of pride, 


2 


#8 am. 5.5. 
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| Mat.i9.23,24- 
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in all the filths of luxury, in all 


the miſchiefs emergent from 
ſloth and ſtupidity ; they are 


* 3Tim. 6.10, the root of all evils unto us, and 


the greateſt obſtrutions of our 
true happineſs, rendring Salva» 
tion almoſt impoſſible, and 
Heaven in a manner inacceſ[i- 
ble to us : fo that to be rich, 
(it ſevered from a ſober mind, 
and a free heart) is a great dif- 
eaſe, and the ſource of many 
grievous diſtempers both of 
body and mind , from which 
we cannot otherwiſe , well 
otherwiſe, ſecure or reſcue our 
felves , than by liberally ſpend- 
ing them in works of bounty 
and mercy : fo ſhall we eaſe 
our ſelves of the burthens , fo 


ſhall we clude the temprations, 
ſo 
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ſo ſhall we abandon the vices, 
and fo ſhall we eſcape all the 
ſad miſchiefs incident to them : 
Thus to uſe wealth; ſhall rurn 
it into a convenience, and af 
ornament of our-lives, into 4 
conſiderable blefling, and a 
oround of much comfort to us. 
Excluding this uſe of wealth, 
or abſtra&ting a capacity of do- 


| Ing good therewith, nothing is 


more pitiful and deſpicable chan 
it 3 it is but like the load, or 


_ the trappings of an Aſs, awilc 


man on that condition would 
not chuſe ir, or endure to be 
peſtered with it , bur would 
ſerve it, as thoſe Philoſophers 
did , who flung ic away, that 
i might not diſturb cheir con- 
templations : 'tis che power 1t 

| N 2 affards 
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affords of benefiting men, 
which only can ſcaſon, and'in- 
gratiate ir tothe relifh of ſuch a 
pcrlon ; otherwiſe itis evident- 
ly. true, which the Wiſe-man 
affirms , Better u a little with 
the ' fear of the Lord, than great 
treaſure, and trouble therewith. 

| 3+ Again, we may conſider, 
that to diſpenſc our Wealth libe- 
rally, isthe beſt way to preſerve 
it, and to continue Maſters 
thereof ; what we give, is not 
thrown away , but ſaved from 
danger ; while we detain it at 


home, (as.it ſeems to us ) it 


rcally is abroad , andat adven- 
tures; itis out at Sea, ſailing 
perilouſly in torms,near rocks 
and ſhelves, among Pirates , 
nor can iteycr be ſafe, till ic is 

{. .-1« 45 Deovght 
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brought into this port, or enſu- 
red this way ; when we have 
beſtowed it on thepoor , then 
have we lodged it in unqueſti- 


onable ſafety , in a place where 


no rapine,no deceit,no miſhap, 


no corruption can ever by any 


means come at it. All our 
Doors and Bars, all our Forces 
and Guards, all the circumſpe- 
&ion and vigilancy we can 
uſe, are no defence or ſecurity 
at all in compariſon to this di- 
{poſal thereof : The poor man's 
Romach is a Granary for our 
Corn, which never can-be cx- 
hauſted ; the poor man's back 
is a Wardrobe for our Clothes, 
which never can be pillaged; 
the poor 'man's Pocket is a 


| Bank for our Money, which 


bt 


N 3 never 


C182) 
es can diſappoint or deceive 
. all che rich Traders in the 
World may decay and break, 
but the Poor can never fail, ex» 
cept God himſelf turn Bank- 
rupt; for what we give to the 
poor, we deliver and entruſt in 
his hands , out of which no 
force can wring it, no craft can 
fich ir, it is laid upin Heaven, 
whither no thiek can climb, 
where no math or ruſt do a- 
bide. In deſpite of all the fors 
eune, of all the might, of all the 
malice in the wortd, the liberal 
man will ever hy rich . fot 
God's Providence is his: E- 
fate ;, God's Wiſdom and Pow-' 
tr arehis Defence ; God's Love 
and Favour ate his Reward ; 
God' $ Word i is his Aſforance: 
who 
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who hath ſaid it, that Ele which P.ov.:8 272 b. 


giveth to the poor, ſhall not lack : 
no vicifſude therefore of things 


can ſurprize him, or find him 
unfurniſhed ; no diſaſter can 


© Impoveriſh him, no adverſity 


can overwhelm him , he hath 
a certain reſerve againſt all 
times and occaſions : He that 


deviſeth libersl things, by liberal it. 1.8. 


things ſhall be ſtand, (ſaith the 
Prophet.) But on the other 


| hand, being niggardly is rhe 


likelieſt courſe we can take to 
loſe our Wealth and Eſtate, we 


thereby expoſe them to danger, 


and leavethem defenceleſs ; we 
ſubje& them tothe envious eye, 
to the ſJanderous tonguece the 
rayenous and 'inſidious hand ; 
we deprivethem of Divinepro- 

N 4 tection, 
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cetion , which if it be awayz* * 


7. . The watch-man Waketh but in- 


vain: We provoke God irre-. 
coverably to take it from us, 
as he did the Talent trom. that. 
unproficable ſervant , who did 
not uſc it well. We do indeed. 
thereby yield God juſt cauſe of 
war , and enmity againſt us, 
which being, Omnia dat. qui ju 
ſta negat ; we do forfeit all to 
Divine Juſtice,by denying that 
portion which belongs to him; 
and which he claims. Can we 
hope to live in quiet poſſeſſion 
of any thing, if we refuſe to: 
pay our due Tributes and Ta- 
xes impoſed upon us by our 
Algighty Sovercign, if we live 
in fach rebellion againſt his Au- 
thority , ſuch violation of his 

. Tight 


zight; ſuch diffidence to his "4 
Word ? No: He that trufteth cov. ui. 8. 
in bis riches , ſhall fall , but the 4 
righteous ſhall flouriſh as a branch: 
ſuch is the difference between 
the covetous and the liberal 
in point of ſecurity and ſucceſs 
concerning their Eftare. 

Even according to the hus 
mane-and ordinary way of ec- 
ſeeming things , (abſtraſting 
from the ſpecial Providence of 
God) the liberal perſon hath 
in conſequence of his bounty, 

. more | real ſecurity for his 
Wealth , than this world hath 
any other : Hethereby gets an 
intereſt in the gratitude and af- 
fe&ion of thole, whom he 0- 
bligeth, cogether with the good 
will and reſpect of all men, 

Foo who 
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who are ſpeators of his vertu- 
ous and generous dealing : the 
hearts and.memories of men 
are repoſitories to him of a 
trealure, which nothing can 
extort from him , or defraud 
him of. If any miſchance 
ſhould arrive, or any want 
come near him, all men would 
be ready to commilerate him, 
every man would haſten to his 
ſuccour. As when a haughty, 
a greedy, or a gripple man do 
fall into calamity or diſgrace, 
ſcarce any one regardeth or pi- 
cieth him , Fortune deſerting 
ſuch a perſon , carries all with 
it, few or none tick to him, his 
moſt zealous flatterers are com- 
monly the firſt that forlake 
him, contempt and neglect are 

£3 ES the 
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” {| theonly adherents to his con- C. : 
© | dition; that of the Wiſe-man 4 
l appears verified, He that hideth vr. :z "7 
n his eyes from the poor, ſhall have 
| 
| 
| 


many « curſe : '{o the courteous 
and bountiful perſon, when 
Fortune ſeems to frown on 
him, hath a ſure refuge in the 
000d will and eſteem of men, 
| all men, upon accompts of ho- 
| -nour and honeſty , take chem. 
\ | - ſelves to be concerned in his 
caſe, and engaged co favour 
bim ; even thoſe, who before 
were ſtrangers , become chen 
his friends, and in effe& diſco- 
ver their affetion to him : ir, 
in the common judgement of 
people,appears an indignity and 
a diſgrace to mankind, that ſuch 
| a man ſhould want or ſuffer. 


7 Nay 


| Ga), 6. 7,8. 


2 Cor. g. 6,10. 
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'4- Nay farther we may con- 
ſider, that exerciſing bounty is 
the moſt advantagious method: . 
of improving and increafing 
an Eftate , but that being te- 
nacious and illiberal, doth tend 
to the diminution and decay 
thereof, The way to obtain 
a great encreaſe, is to ſow 


much : he chat ſows little how 


can heexpect a good Crop ? It 
is 8s true in ſpiritual Husban- 
dry, as in the other, that what 


a man ſoweth, that be ſhall reap, 


| both in kind, and according 


to proportion; ſo that great 
Husband- man St. Paul affurerch 
us, He that ſoweth ſparingly, fhall 
reap ſparingly; but be that ſow- 
eth bountifully. , ſhall alſo reap 
bountifully ; and Salomon means 
Of þ WE. .- we 
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the ſame, when he ſaith, To him 3 
that ſowetb righteouſneſs, ſhall be Prov. 11: 1 b 


a ſurereward. The way togain 


' abundantly is, you-know well; 


to trade boldly ;: he that will 


not adventure any thing conſi- | 


derable, how can he think of a 
large return? *Tis ſolikewiſe 
in the Evangelical Negotiati- 
ons ; if we put out much upon 
ſcore of Conſcience or Charity, 


 welſhallbeſureto profit much, 


Liberalicy is the nioſt beneh- 
cial Traffick that can be; it is 
bringing our Wares to the beſt 
Market , it is letting out our 


Money into the beſt hands ; we 
thereby lend our Money ta 


God, who tepays with vaſt U- 
{ury.; an hundred to one is. the 


, rate he allows at,preſent., and 


above 


2*Þ 


| Prov. 11 FE 


Phil, 4 I 7: 


CT 
above a hundred millions eo 
one he will render hereafter, ſo 
that if you will be Merchancs 
this way , you ſhall be (ure to 
thrive, you cannot fail co 
rich moſt eaſily- and ſpeedily : 
The liberal ſoul ſhall be made fat, 
and be that watereth ſhall be wa- 
tered bimſelf: This is that which 


S. Paul again argues upon, when 


commenditg the Philippians 
free kindneſs toward him , he 
ſays, Not becauſe 1 deſire a gift, 
but 1 defwe fruit that may abound 
ts your accompt. Bounty yields 
xeme Txerretom, a fruit that mul- 
riplies and abundantly curns to 


good accompr , it indeed pro- 
curing Gods benedition, the 


fountain of all deſirable plenty 
and proſperity, for, The bleſſing 
: 4 


TEST 
4 


of the Lord it avs rich, and be co; to. s. 

eddeth no ſorrow with it. It is a 
therefore the greateſt want of | 
> | policy, the worſt ill-husbandry 'Y 


and unthriftineſs that can be, to 
be ſparing this way 3 he chat 
uſes ic, cannot be thriving ; he 
muſt ſpend upon the main 
ſock, and may be ſure to get 
nothing confiderable, God or- 

| dinarily ſo proceeds, as to re- 

' compence, and recaliate men in 
the ſame kind , wherein they 
endeavour to pleaſe him, or. 

. preſumeto offend him, ſo that 

Ne them who freely offer him 
rheir goods, he in regard there- 
to will proſper their dealings, 
and ble their eſtates : ( For 
this very thing the Lord thy go Dzur. 15. 10: 

- ſhall wa thee in «ll-thy works, 


and. 


Pſal. 73. 17. 
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and in all. that . thou putteſt thine 
band unto , (ays Moſes )- but they 
who will not lay out any thing 
for him , he will not concern 
himſelf in- their ſucceſs other- 
wiſe than tocroſs.it, or (which 
is worle) to curſe it : for if he 
ſeem to favour them for a time 
wich ſome proſperity in their 
affairs, their condition is much 
worle thereby , their accompt 
will be more grieyous,and their 
fate more diſaſtrous inthe end. 

5- Farther, the contributing 
part of our goods to the poor, 
will qualifie us to enjoy the reſt 
with latisfa&tion and comfort: 
The Oblation of theſe. Firſt 
fruits , . as. it. will ſanRifie the. 
whole lump of our Eftate, ſo it 
will lweeten it;. having offcred 

this 
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this well-pleaſing ſacrifice of 
piety, having diſcharged this 
debt of juſtice, having paid this 
tribute of gratitude, our hearts 
being at reſt, and our conſci- 
ence well ſatisfied , we ſhall, 


| like thoſe good people in the 


Ads, eat our meat with gladnefs, 
and fingleneſs of heart , to (ee the 
poor man by our means ac- 
commodated , eaſed , and re- 
freſhed , BY give a delicious 
reliſh to all our enjoyments. 
But withholding his portion 
from the poor , as it will pol- 
lute-and profane all our Eſtate, 
ſo it will render the fruition 


thereof ſowre or unſavoury to 


us: for, can we with any con- 
tenetaſte our daintics , or view 
our plenties, while the poor 

man 
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/ man. ſtands in fight pining 


with hunger ? Can we with- 
out regret ſee our Walls cloath- 
ed with Tapeſtry , our Horſes 
deckt with Golden Trappings, 
our ' Attendants ftrutting in 
wanton Gaiety, while our ho- 
neſt poor Brother appears half 
naked , and trembling with 
cold ? Can we carry on one 


finger enough to furniſh ten 


poor people with neceſſaries, 
and have the heart within us, 
without ſhame and diſpleaſure, 
to ſee them want ? No; the 
{ſenſe of our impiety and ingra- | 
ticude toward God, of our jn- 
humanity and unworthineſs 


toward our Neighbour , will 


not fail ( if ever we confide- 
rately reflect on our behayiour) 
rq 
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to ſting us with cruel remorſe 
and ſelf- condemnation; the cla- 
mours of want and miſery ſur- 
rounding us , will pierce our 
ears, and wound our hearts ; 
the frequent objeRs of pity and 
mercy , do what we can to ba- 
niſh them from our proſpe&t 
or regard, will ſo aſſail,; and ſo 
purſue us, as to diſturb the free- 
dom of our enjoyments , to 
quaſh the briskneſs of our 
mirch , to allay the ſweetnels of 
our pleaſure ; yea rather, if ſtu- 
pidity and obduration have not 
ſeized on us, to imbirter all un- 
to us; we ſhall feel that true, 
which Zophar ſpeaks of the 
cruel and covetous Oppeſſour, 


Surely be ſhall not feel quietneſs Jv :0. 


in bis belly — be ſhall not rejoice * 
2 in 
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in bis ſubſtance—. in the fulneſs 
of bis ſufficiency be ſhall be in 


raits. 

6. I ſhall couch but one con- 
fideration more, perſwaſive of 
this praftiſe, it is this : Thepe- + 
culiar nature of our Religion 
ſpecially requires it, and the 
honour thereof exact it from 
vs ; nothing better ſuirs Chri- 
Rianity , nothing more graces 
It, than liberality; nothing is 
more inconhiſtent therewith,or 
more diſparagerh it, than being 
miſerable and ſordid. A Chri- 
ftian Niggard i is the verieſt non- 
ſenſe that can be; for, Whar is 
is a Chriſtian ? 'What, bur a 
man, who adores God alone, 
who loves God aboye all 
things, who repoles all his truſt 

and 
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and confidence in God 2 What 
is he, bur one'who undertaketh - 
to..imitate the moſt good and 
bountiful God,to follow, as the 
beſt pattern of his practiſe, the 
moſt benign and charitable 
Jzs$us, the Son of God ; to 
' obey the Laws of God, and his 
Chriſt, the ſum and ſubſtance 
of which is Charity, half whoſe 
Religion doth confift in loving 
his Neighbor as himſelf 2 What 
is he farther, but one who hath 
renounced thiAworld, with all 
the vain pomps and pleaſures of 
it; who profeſles himſelf in di- 
ſpoſition and affetion of mind 
to forſake all things for Chriſts 
ſake; who pretends lirtle to va» 
lue, affect, or care for any thing 


under Heayen, having all his 


O 3 main 
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main concernments and trea-: 
ſures, his heart, his hopes, and 
his happineſs in another world? 
Such is a Chriſtian , and whac 
is a Niggard ? All things quite 
contrary : One whole practiſe 
manifeſtly ſhews him to wor- 
ſhip another thing beſide, and 
before God , to love Mammon 
above Gad, and mere to con- 
fide in it, than in him ; One, 
who bears ſmall good will, 
kindneſs or pity toward his 
Brother, who is little affeted 
or concerned with things future 
or celeftial; whoſe mind and 
heart are rivetcd co this world ; - 
whoſe hopes and happineſles 
are fſetled here below , whoſe 
foul is deeply immerſed and 
buried in earth : One who, ac- 

cording 


cvs — 


cording to conſtant habic, no- 
rorioully breaketh che; two 
great heads of Chriſtian duty, 
Loving God with all bis heart, and 
his Neighbonr as bimſelf : 1c is 
therefore , by comparing thoſe 
things, very plain, that we pre- 
rend to reconcile grols contra- 
ditions and inconſiſtencies, if 
we profeſs our ſelves to be 
Chriſtians, and are illiberal. Ic 
is indeed the ſpecial grace and 
glory of our Religion , char ic 
conſiſteth-.not in barren ſpecu- 
lations, or empty formalities, 
or forward profeſſions; not in 
fancying curiouſly, or {peaking 
zealouſly , or looking demure- 
ly; but in really producing ſen- 
ſible fruits of goodneſs; in do- 


ing (as St, Paul {ignifies) things Tic. 3.8. 


O 4 good 


o <— 8 
7 , Es 
#0 
"2 208 
SJ = 
ELSE 


[200] 
- good and profitable unto men, (uch 
as thoſe chiefly are, of which 
we ſpeak. The moſt gracious 


wiſdom of God hath ſo model- 


led our Religion,that according 
co it Piety and Charity are the 
ſamething; that we can never 
expreſs our ſelves more dutiful 
roward him, or better pleaſc 
him,or more truly glorifie him, 


than when we are kind and 


g00d to our poor Brother. We 
orofly miſtake, it we take gi- 
ving of Alms:to be a Jewiſh 
or Popiſh praiſe, ſuicable to 
Children and Dullards in Re- 
ligion , beneath ſorefined, ſo 
improved, fo loftily ſpiritual 


Gallants as we : No, 'tis a du-. 


ty moſt properly, and moſt 
highly Chriſtian,as none more, 
wi a 
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a fnoſt goodly fruit of grace,and 


2 moſt faithful mark thereof : 


By the experiment of this miniſtra- 
tion, we (as St. Paul ſaith) glo- 

rifie God for our profeſſed ſubje- 
flion unto the Goſpel of (hriſt , 
and for our liberal diſtribution 
| wnto our brethren, and unto all 
men: Without it our faith is 


dead and ſenſeleſs ; our high 


attainments are fond preſum- 
ptions ; our fine notions and 


delicate ſpiritualities are in truth 


bur ſilly dreams, che iflues of a! 
proud and ignorant fancy: he 
that appears hard-hearted and 
clole-fifted toward his needy 
Brother , let him think or call 
himſelf what he pleaſeth , he 
plainly is no Chriſtian, bur a 
blemiſh, a reproach, and a 

| | ſcan- 
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ſcandal to that honourable 


Name. | 


7. Toall theſe Confiderati- | 


02s and Reaſons inducing to 
the practiſe of this kind of 
Charity , I might ſubjoin ex- 
_ amples, and ſet before you the 
faireſt Copies that can be ima» 
gined thereof. ' We bave for ic 
the pattern of God hiraſelf, who 
' 1s infinitely munificent and 
merciful , from whom every good 
and perfe& gift deſcendeth , who 
. Liveth life, and breath 5 and all 


things unto all ; who giveth libe- 


rally and upbraideth not, We have 
the example of the Son of God, 
who out of pure charity did 
freely part with the riches and 
glories of Eternity, voluntarily 
embracing extream poyerty and 

: want 


(HF | 
want for our ſake,that we who 
were poor, might be enriched, 


| we that were miſerable , might 
become happy ; who bent 4» A8. to. 38. 


bout doing good , ſpent all his 
life in painful diſpenſation of 
beneficence , and relieving the 
needs of men inevery kind, We 
have the blefled Patriarchs to 
follow, who at Gods pleaſure 
and call did readily leave their 
Country , their Friends, their 
Goods, and all they had. We 
have the prafilſe of the holy 


Apoſtles , who freely let go all vu. 1g. 27; 


to follow their Lord, who cheats 
fully ſuſtained all ſorts of loſles, 
diſgraces, and pains for promo- 
ting the honour of God, and 
procuring good unto men ; we 
hayeto move and encourage us 

2 hereto 


. - poſſeſours "of lands and houſes, did 
2 ſell them, and did impart the 


price of them to the commu- 


among them, and that diftributi- 
011 Was made to every one as he 
had need. Wehave all the ſaints 
and eminent ſervants of God 
in all times, who have been 
high and wonderful in the per- 
formance of theſe duties, ( I 
could tell you of the bleſſed 


/ 


CYPf liberalby wholeſale , beſtow- 


ing all at once, a fair Eftare, on 
God and the poor; of the re- 
Greg.Nzz,0.. Nowned Biſhop St, Baſil, [ who 
—_ __—_— waited on the ſick, 


and 
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hereto the firſt and beſt Chri- 
: ſians ,. moſt full of grace and- 

þ AR. 4 34 35- holy zeal, who fo many as:'were' 


nity , ſo that there was none poor 


Pentius in vx: Martyr St. ( yprian , who.was 
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atid kiſſed their ſores; of the k 

moſt pious Confeſſour St. May- Sup Serene. 

{ tin, who having but one Coat . | 
lefe,and ſeeing a poor man thacr 
wanted cloaths , tore it in two 
pieces, and gave one to that 
poor man; and many like inſtan- 
ces our'of authentick Hiſtory 
mightbe produced, apt to pros 
yoke our imitation : I might 
alſo:; to beget emulation and 
ſhame-in us, repreſent exem- 
plary practiſes of Humanity 
and Charity even in Jews, Ma- 
hemetans and Pagans, ſuch as 
in theſe cold days might pals for 
more than ordinary among us) 
bur L ſhall only propound.one 
xeſent and ſenſible example, 
that of this Noble City, whoſe 

_ bounty and charity in 
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all 
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all kinds, (in education of Or- 


phans, in curing the Dilcaled, 
. both in body and mind,in pro» 


viſion for the poor, in relieving. 


all forts of neceſſities and mi- 
ſeries) ler me earneſtly intrear, 
and exhort us all for Gods ſake, 
as we are able, by our private 
charity to imitate, to encous- 
rage, and to aſſiſt; Jet us do 
this ſo much the more willingly 


and freely, as the fad circum- 


ſtances of things, by Gods judg- 
ments brought upon, us, do 
plainly require,that the Publick 
Charity it ſelf (lying under ſo 
great impediments, diſcourage- 
ments and diftreſſes) ſhould 
be ſupported, ſupplied, and re- 
lieved by particular liberalicy. 
No words that | can deyile will 

be 
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be ſo apt to affe& and move 
you, as the caſe it (elf, if you 


pleaſe to conſider it : hear it 


therefore ſpeaking, and, I pray, 
with a pious and charitable diſ- 
poſition of mind atcend theres 
to: 


A true Report, &C. 


For this excellent Pattern of 
pious bounty and mercy, let us 
heartily. chank Almighty God, 
let us humbly, implore Gods 
bleſſing on the future manage- 
ment of it; let us pay due re- 
ſpe to the worthy Promoters 
thereof , and pray for rewards 
upon them anſ{werable co their 
charitable care and induftr 
employed therein ; let us allo 

accor- 


L 208] 
according to our ability per- 
form our duty in following and 
furthering it: for encourages | 
ment to which practiſe , give 
me leave briefly to refle& upon 
the latter parc of my Text, 
which repreſents ſome inſtances 
of the felicity proper to a boun- 
tiful perſon', or ſome rewards 
peculiar to the exerciſing the 
duties of bounty and mercy. 
The firſt is, His righteouſneſs 
endnreth for ever. Thele words 
are capable of various. ſenſes, 
or of divers reſpe&ts ; they may 
import that the fame and re- 
membrance of his bounty is 
very durable, orthat the effects 
thereof do laſtingly continue , 
or that eternal rewards are de- 
ligned thereto ; they may. re- 
Hh LY ſpeft 
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= the bountiful man him- 
ſelf, or his poſterity here; they 
may ſimply relate to an en- 
durance in Gods regard and 
care, or they may with that 
alſo comprehend a continu- 
ance in the good memory , 
- | and honourable mention of 
; | men. Now in truth accor- 
» | ding to all theſe interpierati- 
ons, the bountiful mans righ- 
> | tcouſneſs doth endure for ever, 
; | that is, very laſtingly (or fo 
long as the ſpecial nature of 
the caſe doth bear.) in any 
ſenſe; or for an abſolute per- 
petuiry , in ſome ſenſe : the 
words in their plenicude do na- 
curally' and wichout ftcaining 
| involve (o many cruths , none 
which therefore we think fic to 
| P EX 
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exclude, bur ſhall briefly couch 
them all. | 

| 1. As for future reputati- 
on and fame, ( which thacit 


in part is intended here ,. that 


which precedes, The righteous 


ſhall be bad in everlaſting remem- 
brance , doth argue) it is evi- 
dent, that-it peculiarly atrends 
upon this practile : the boun- 
titul perſon is eſpecially char 
juſt man, whole memory « bleſ- 
ſed, (is wi i wir, as the Greek 
renders it; thats, is profecy- 
ted. with commetdacions and 
prailes.) No. Spices can fo 
embalm a man , no Monu- 
ment can-lo preſerve his Name 
and Memory, as works, of 
beneficence ; no other fame is 
comparably lo precious , as 

eruly 
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truly glorious, as that-which 
grows from thence: The Re- 
'nown of Power and Proweſs, 
of Wir or Learning, of any 
Wiſdom or Skill, may dwell 
in the fancies of men with 
lome admiration; but the re- 
membrance of Bounty reigns 
in their hearts with cordial 
eſteem and affeftion , there 
erecting immoveable Trophies 
over Death and Oblivion, and 
it thence ſpreading it ſelf 
chrough the tongues of men 
with fincere and ſprightly 
| Commendations. The boun- 
ctiful mans very Duſt is fra- 
grant, and his Grave veneras 
ble 3 his Name is never men- 
tioned without relpe&t ; his 
Actions hays always thele beſt 
26 F 3 Ec- 
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Ecchoes, wich innumerable 
iterations reſounding after 
them : This was a true Friend 
to Mankind ;, This was a re- 
al Benefa&tour ro the World, 
This was a Man good in 
earneſt , and 'pious to good 
purpole. 
- +2. The effects of his righ- 
teouſneſs are likewiſe very du- 
rable : When he is departed 
hence, and in perſon is no 
more ſeen, he remains viſible 
and ſenſible 'in the footſteps 
and fruirs of his goodneſs; the 
Poor till beholds him preſent 
in the ſubſiſtence of himſelf, 
and his Family ; the Sick-man 
feels him in the refreſhment, 
which he yet enjoys by his 
proviſion ; he ſupervives in 

- the 
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the heart of the Aﬀicted, 
which till reſents the com- 
fort, and rejoices in the eaſc 
which he procured him, all 
the World percicyves benefic 
from him by the edification it 
receiveth from his example ,- 
Religion obtaineth profit and 
ornament, God himſelf enjoy- 
cth glory and praiſe from his 
righteouſneſs. . 
'+ 3. His righteouſneſs allo ch- 
dureth in reſpe&t to his poſte- 
rity. It is an uſual plea for 
tenacity and parſimony , that 
care muſt be had of poſterity, 
that enough muſt be provided 
and laid up for the Family : 
But in truth this is a very ab- 
 ſurd excuſe, and doing accor- 
ding thereto , is a very prepo- 
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ſterous merhod of proceeding 
toward that end , it is really 
the greateſt improvidence ini 
that reſpet , and the rrueſt 
negle& that can be: of our 
Children : for ſo doing ,” ro- 
oether with a ſeeming Eſtate, ' 
we entail a real Curſe upon 
them, we deveſt them of Gods 
protection and benediftion,, 
(the only ſure preſervatives of 
an Eſtate  ) we leave them 
Heirs of noching ſo much as 
of puviſhments due to ous in- 
gratitude , our infidelity , our 
impiety and injuſtice: both tb- 
ward God and man_.: where< 
as by liberally bcftowing on 
_ the poor, we demiſe unto them 
Gods bleſſing, which is the beſt 
inheritance; we recommend 
TS | them 


[215] 


them to Gods eſpecial care, 
which is the beſt tuition ; we 
leave them Gods proteion 
and providence, which are a 
Wealth indefe&tible and inex- 
hauſtible ; we conſticure God 
their Guardian; who will moſt 
faichfully manage, and moſt 
wiſely improve their ſubſtance, 
both chat which we leave co 
them, and that whith we gave 
for them to the poor ; ' we 
thereby in good part entitle 
them unto the rewards appro- 
priate to - our pious Charity, 
our Faith , our Gratitude , our 
Self-denial , our Juſtice , to 
whatever of good is virtually 
contained in our ads of boun- 
ty; to omit the honour and 
che good will of men , which 
| P 4 Colle 
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conſtantly adhere to the boun- 
tifal mans Houſe and Famis 
ly. Ir is therefore exprelly 
mentioned in. Scripture : as--3 
recompence peculiar to this 
vertue', that ſecurity from 
want, and all happineſs do atr 
rend the poſterity of. the boun- 
tiful perſon : . He « ever mere 
ciful and lendeth, ' and bis. ſeed is 
bleſſed, ſaich David of him ge- 
nerallv; and Tavijd allo par- 
ticularly obſerved, that in. all 


| the courſe of his long life, he 


could find no exception to the 
Rule : 1 have been young, and 
now am old , yet have 1 not ſeen 
the righteous forſaken , nor bis 


feed begging their bread © 


4. His righteouſnels allo cn- 
durech for cyer in the perpetual 
fayour 
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favour of God, and in the e- 
ternal rewards which God will 


" confer upon him, who out of 


Conſcience and reverence to- 
ward God, out of good will 
and kindneſs toward his Bro- 
ther hath diſperſed, and given | 
to the poor. ' God will not (as 16.6. 1s. | 
the Apoſtle ſaith) be unjuſt to 

forge t'bis labour of charity in mi- | 
niſtring to his poor Brother ! 


- from the ſeed , which he bath + 


ſown to the Spirit, he ſhall aſſus Ga... s. 
redly reap a moſt plentiful Crop 
of bleſſings ſpiritual ; he ſhall 


_ effe&yally enjoy the good founs i Fim. 6. 19, 


dation that he hath ſtored up > 
for the goods he hath ſold and 
delivered , he ſhall bona fide 
receive.his Bargain, the hidden Mac. 13. 46. | 
treaſure, and precinus pearl of 
, eternal 


Mar. 25.2126. 


[218] 


eternal life , for this beſt im- 


 provement 'of his Talent of 


worldly Riches, he ſhall hear 
the Euge bone ſerve , - Well done 
ood and faithful ſervant, enter 
into thy Maſters joy-: he ſhall 
at laſt find God jnfinicely more 
boantiful co him, than he hath 
been unto the poor. 

Thbs when all the Aaſhes 


of ſenſual pleaſure are quite 


extin& , when all the flowers 
of ſecular glary are withered a- 
way ; when all earthly glories 
are buricd in darkneſs; when 


this world, and all the faſhion | 


of it, are utrerly vaniſhed and 
gone, the bountiful mans ſtate 
will be ſtill firm and flouriſh» 
ing, and His. righteouſneſs ſhe 
endure for ever. 

I; 


[arg] 

- It follows, His born ſhall: be 
exalted with honour : A Horn is 
an Emblem of Power , for in 
jt the Beaſts ſtrength, offenſive 
- and defenſive , doth conſiſt; 
and} of Plenty , for icthath 
within it a Capacity apt to' 
contain what is pur into it,” 
and 'of SanRtity, for that (in 
it-was putthe-holy Oyl , with's San. 16.13. 
which Kings were Conſecra-' re "oY 
ted ; andot Dignity, both in 
conſequence upon the Rea 
ſons mentioned, (as deno- 
ting might, and affluence, and 
ſacredneſs accompanying So- 
veraign Dignity) and becauſe 
Allo it is an eſpecial beauty and” 
ornament to the Creature 
which hath it, ſothat this ex- 
preſſion c His Horn ſhall be 


exalted 


[ 220 ] 
exalted with honour) may be 
ſuppoſed to import , that an 
abundance of high, and ho- 


ly, of firm and folid honour 
ſhall attend upon the bounti- 


ful perſon. And that ſo it 


truly ſhall, may from many. 


Conſiderations appear. 

1. Honour is inſeparably an- 
nexed thereto as its natural 
Companion and ſhadow. God 
| hath impreſſed upon all Vers 
tue a Majeſty and a Beauty, 
which do command reſpect, 
and wich a kindly violence 


extort Veneration trom men; 


ſuch is the natwwral Conſticu- 
tion of our Souls. that as our 
ſenſe neceſſarily liketh whar is 
fair and ſwect,, ſo our-mind 


unavoidably will eſteem what 
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is vertuous and worthy ; all 
good Actions as ſuch are ho+ 
pourable , but of all Vertues 
* Beneficence doth 'with moſt 
unqueſtionable right claim ho- 
nour , and with irreſiſtible | 
force procures it ; as it Is In-+ 897) 48 
deed the moſt divine of Ver- (922 & = 
tugs, ſo men are moſt apt to in «rw; 
venerate them, whom they ob- Ai _ 
| ſerve eminently ro praRiſe 
it. Other Vercues men ſee, 
and approve as goodly to the 
fight, but this they taſte and 
feel; this by moſt ſenſible ex- 

perience they find ro be plea» 
| ſantand profitable , and can» 
| Not therefore bur highly prize 
it. They, who do their alms wc. ;. x. 
beſore men , although .out of 
unworthy vain-glorious des 
L {1zn, 


: P:ov, 21, B's 
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lign, have yt, as our Savis ' 


our intimates , their. reward; 
they - fail not -to- get : Honour 
thereby; and even'lo have no 
bad penny-worth 3. for, in the 
Wiſe-mans judgment , A good 
name #. rather to be choſen than 
great riches, they Teceive at 
leaſt fine air for groſs earth; 
and things very {piritual, for 
things moſt material ; they 
obtain that which every. man 
doth naturally deſtre and prize, 
for that which only faſhion in 


ſome places endeareth , and 


commandeth : they [ger the. 


end for the means , for ſcarce 
any man fſecketh wealth for-it 
ſelf, but either for Honour, or 
for Vertues ſake , that he may 
live creditably , or*may 'de 


good 
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nes therewith : Neceſſity is 
erved with a little , Pleaſure 


may. be ſatisfied with a corm- 


petence, Abundance is requi- 
red only to ſupport Honour, 
or promote good ; and Ho- 
nour by a natural connexion 
adheretb to Bounty. 

. 2. But farther , an acceſſj- 
en of Honour according to 
gracious promiſe, (grounded 


| upon ſomewhat of ſpecial rea» 


ſon, of equity , and decency in 
the thing it ſelf) is due from 
God unto the bountiful per- 
fon , and is by ſpecial Provi- 
dence ſurely conferred on him. 
Therc is no kind of piety , or 
inſtance of obedience, where- 
by God himſelf is more ſig- 
nally honoured, than by this. 
R:? | Thele 
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Prov. 14. 31- 
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Theſe are chiefly thoſe good. 


works, the which men ſeeing, 


are apt to. glorifie our Father 
Which & in Heaven ,- to thele 


fruits that is moſt applicable; 
which our Lord ſaith , Here- 
by is my Father glorified; if you 
bear much fruit : for , as, He 
that oppreſſeth the poor, reproach» 
eth his Maker , ſo be honcureth 
him, that hath mercy on the poor. 


The comfortable experience of 


good in this fort of aQions, 
will moſt readily diſpoſe men 
ro admire and commend the 
excellency , the wiſdom , the 
goodneſs of the Divine Laws, 


will therefore procure God 


hearty praiſe, and thanks for 


| \ them: For, as St. Paut teach- 
| 3Cor-9 1914 etch us, The adminiſtration of 


this 


[ 225 | 
this ſervice not only ſupplyeth 
the . want of. the Saints , but 
i#:; abundent alſo by many 
thankſgivings unto God, whilſt 
by: experiment of this miniſtra- 
tion , they glorifie God for your 
profeſſed ſubjeftion unto the 

ofpel- of Chriſt , and for your 
iberal diftribution unto them, 
and unto all men. . Since then 
God is {o peculiarly honour- 
ed by this pra&iſe , it is but 
equal and fit , that. God 
ſhould remunerate it with 
honour, Gods noble good- 
neſs will not let him ſeem 
defective in any ſort of be- 
neficial correſpondence to- 
ward us , we ſhall never be 
able co yield him any kind of 
good thing in duty , which 
or, Q_ he 
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| he will not be more apt to 


"- Prov, 3. 9. 


1 Sam.2.30, 


3 Chro, 29.12, 


render us in Grace; they 


who (as Salomon ſpeaketh) 


honour God with their ſub- _ 
ſtance, ſhall by God cenainly | 
be honoured with his bleſ- 
ſing : Reaſon intimates ſo 
much, and we beſide have 
Gods expreſs Word for it, 
Them ( ſaith he ) who honour 
me , 1 will honour, He that 
abſolutely and independent- 
ly is the Fountain of all Ho+ 
nour; from whom (as good 
King David ſaith) riches and 
honour cometh, for that be 
reigneth over all, he will afs 
ſuredly prefer and dignifie 
thole , who have bcen at 
ſpecial care and coſt to ad- 
vance his Honour, He that 

= hach 


C227]. 
hath the bearts of all men in 
bis bands, and faſhioneth them 
as he pleaſeth , will raiſe the 
bountiful man in the judg- 
ments and afte@tions of 
'men. He that ordereth all 
the events of things, and 
diſpoſeth ſucceſs as he thinks 
fit, will cauſe the bountiful 


Prov, 21, ft. 


Pal. 33+ 155 k 


perſons: Enterprizes to pro- | 


ſper, and' come off wich cre- 
dit.. He will not ſuffer the 
reputation of ſo real an Ho- 
nourer of himſelf to be ex- 
treamly ſlurr'd by diſaſter, 
to be blaſted by (lander, to 
be ſupplanted by envy or 
malice; but will bring forth 
his righteouſneſs as the lighs , 
and his judgment «4s the non» 
day. op 


Viz), 39. 6: 


. Q3z 3. 66d 
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3. God will thus exalc the 


bountiful Man's Horn even 
here in this World , and to 
an infinitely higher picch he 
will advance it in the fu- 
eure ſtate : He ſhall there 
be ſet arthe right hand, in a 
moſt honourable place and 
rack; among the chief 
Friends and Fayourites of 
the Heavenly King ; in hap- 
py Conſortſhip with the ho- 
ly Angels, and blefled Saints ; 
where , in recompence of 
his pious Bounty, he fhall 
irom the bountiful hands of 
his moſt gracious Lord re- 
ceive an mcorruptible (rown 
of Righteouſneſs, and an un- 
fading (rown of Glory : The 
which God of his infinite 

mercy 


x FP. 
xcy grant unto us -all 
rote Jelis Chriſt © 61r 
Lord-;:to whom forever be 
EDN ©... 
| __ AMEN. 
NC Op the God Of Heb: 13, 20. | 
peace, that brought a- 
vain from the dead our 
Lord Feſus, that great 
Shepherd of the / a 
- through the Blood of - 
the Everlaſting (,ove- 
nant, make us perfect 
. zn every good Work to 
do bs Will, workm 
in us that which ns well- 
pleaſmsg, 


£2303 


= ay i#n bis þ; Wk 
_— Feſus viſt: 
be Glory for 
_ and ever. Amen, 


